IDAHO TREE FARM COMMITTEE MEETING
9:30a.m.-12:00p.m. – Tuesday, October 21, 2025
Idaho Department of Lands Wolf Lodge Room
3284 Industrial Loop, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83815

MINUTES
1.  Call to Order
Committee Chair H. Frank Bennettt called the meeting to order at 9:37a.m.  Those present for all or part of the meeting were:

Hailey Frank Bennett, ITFC Chair/IDL-Land Resource Specialist Sr./Private Forestry Specialist
McKenna Smith, ITFC Vice Chair/IDL-Land Resource Specialist/Private Forestry Specialist
Madeline David, ITFC Treasurer/Tree Farmer/ILRCC Representative
Erin Roos, ITFC Communication/IFG Forester
Kirk David, ITFC Executive Committee/ITF Inspector Training Facilitator/Tree Farmer
John Lillehaug, District 3 Chair/Tree Farmer
Rodney Cochrane, District 4 Chair/IDL-Private Forestry Supervisor-Central Area
Jay Clark, IDL-Forest Stewardship Program Coordinator
Sam Buys, IDL-Land Resource Specialist Sr./Private Forestry Specialist
Doug Bradetich, ITFC Communication/IFG Forester
Ken Homik, IDL Resource Supervisor, Fire Warden
Dylan Hodgson, IDL
Kurt Koetter, ITFC Executive Committee, Idaho Tree Farmer
Steve Cuvala, Idaho Tree Farmer
Al Kyle, Tree Farmer (Cedar Mtn Farm)
Darcie Humphrey
Colleen Meek, ITFP Administrator

2.  Anti-Trust Statement
Chair H. Frank Bennett reviewed the Anti-Trust Statement with the committee.

3.  April, 2025 Meeting Minutes-Approval - Committee
Chair H. Frank Bennett asked for any corrections to the 3rd Quarter 2025 Meeting Minutes.  M. David noted a correction for the Minutes. D. Bradetich moved to approve the Minutes with the new correction on the ILRCC July 2025 Minutes.  K. David seconded the motion and, with a voice vote, the motion passed.

4.  Current Treasurer’s Report to File for Review - Committee
Treasurer M. David presented the Treasurer’s Financial Report: July 15, 2025 to October 16, 2025.  Per M. David ITFP received a memorial donation for Dale Dimico.  D. Bradetich reported that he’ll be requesting the IFG Incentive. ITFP did receive funds from interest and the donation.  M. David asked if there were any questions on the Financial Report.  S. Cuvala moved to file The Treasurer’s report for review.  D. Bradetich, seconded the motion and, with a voice vote, the motion passed.

5.  2025 Mid-Year Budget Review - Treasurer M. David
Treasurer M. David presented the budget-to-actual report as of October 16, 2025 and asked if there are any questions on the budget.  There were no questions.

6.  Communications Report – E. Roos 
E. Roos will be putting together a fall newsletter by the end of the month.  D. Bradetich did ask if anyone had pictures of the McClintock IOTFOY tour.  He will see if H. Hollowell, the new IDL Entomologist, has any information on forest health.

7.  OLD BUSINESS
a.  McClintock Tree Farm Tour Review
Per Chair, the tour was a good success.  K. McClintock did a lot of work.  It turned out very well using the hall with the table & chairs for the luncheon.  Per D. Bradetich using the school bus worked slick.  K. McClintock is very interested in being nominated for Regional Tree Farmer of the Year.  M. David advised, it makes a big difference how the application is written.  A sub- committee was formed.  K. David and D. Bradetich volunteered to be on it.  Chair H. Bennett will email an old application for reference. Deadline to summit application is April 2026.  R. Cochrane agreed, K. McClintock can tell a good story.

b.  ITF Outstanding Logger of the Year 2026
Chair, H. Bennett asked for suggestions.
1. Bob Kramer
2. Ryan Yearout
3. Sandy & Paul Schlepp
4. Rusty Young
Moved (by ?? and 2nd by ??) to discuss at the next meeting will check to see who would like to accept.

c.  Forest Congress, Washington DC
1.  H. Bennett: Green issue struggled with and did vote no on, passed with 2/3 majority.
2. Highlighted pink issue is one that H. Bennett worked on with a smaller group to bring forward to the Congress.
3. Highlighted red issues were brought up in the Resolution room but did not gain 2/3 majority, so vote was never brought up before the whole congress.
H. Bennett stated the green issue did finalize, processing forward.
 
NEW BUSINESS
a. PLT (Project Learning Tree) Report - S. Staff-Koetter- (not present)
Per S. Staff-Koetter email: PLT doesn’t meet until November, doesn’t have anything to report at this time.

b. ILRCC (Idaho Lands Resource Coordinating Council) - M. David
M. David said there’s no meeting until November.  J. Clark stated: so far there’s no date set for November.

c.  Scholarship for Tree Farm
Chair H. Bennett would like to have a sub-committee to grade the scholarships. Will send out an email.  M. Smith suggested to add something about experience regarding studying forestry or forest operations.  The scholarship be split into two $500 scholarships, one a degree in Forestry at College or University based in Idaho and the other Forest Operations. Per D. Bradetich the applicant should know a little about Tree Farm. K. David said, it would be interesting to hear (require) feedback from recipients who receives the scholarships.

d. District Chair 3 Discussion
J. Lillehaug, 50 years an Inspector and District Chair will be resigning end of this year. He has been active recruiting Sam Buys for his position as District 3 Chair.  J. Lillehaug will stay on as an Inspector as long as he’s able to.  S. Buys is excited to be involved.  With a voice vote, (1st & 2nd ??) the motion passed unanimously.

e.  Who might like to attend the NLC in 2026?
Chair H. Bennett stated it will be March 19th -March 21st in Chattanooga, TN.  M. Smith is interested and J. Lillehaug will talk to S. Buys about attending the conference.

f.  2025 Inspections: Inspections completed in red	THANK YOU INSPECTORS

		 P. Dipofi		R. Easley		J. Lillehaug		R. Cochrane
1. Required:	 District 1  15-6=9	District 2  10- 6=4	District 3  0		District 4   7-5=2
2. Monitored:	 District 1  28-6=22	District 2  53-13=40	District 3  6-3=3	District 4 12-8=4

MAPPING DEADLINE: November 30th, 2025
From P. Dipofi, email: We are moving along well with the inspections, I expect them to be all completed by the end of October. No issues to report.
From R. Cochrane, plugging away on them.
From Chair H. Bennett: R. Easley feels good where they’re at.
D. Bradetich asked a question regarding ATFS Standards revision.  Another year is paused for standards due to the EUDR delay.  K. David reminded that all TFers must keep records of all pesticides used, and that certification has given Idaho TFers and ITFP a good benefit.  Chair, H. Bennett asked: Can Idaho join another certification organization?  D. Bradetich reminded: There are different identities ITFP could look into, but it’s not certain what sponsor IFG might consider appropriate.

9.  OTHER BUSINESS – Committee
a.  K. Koetter said the Forestry Contest will be May 14, 2026. The tools manual has been updated, and will be part of the contest in May.
The first 2026 Contest planning meeting will be in December.

10.  Next ITFC meeting: Tuesday, January 20, 2026 – IDL Office - Coeur d’Alene, ID

11.  Adjourn - Chair Frank-Bennett adjourned the meeting at 11:04a.m.

Thank you for attending!

Respectfully submitted,
Colleen M. Meek, ITFP Administrator
