IDAHO TREE FARM COMMITTEE MEETING
9:30a.m.-12:00p.m. – Tuesday, April 15, 2025
Idaho Department of Lands
3284 Industrial Loop – Wolf Lodge Room
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83815

MINUTES
1.  Call to Order
Committee Chair H. Frank called the meeting to order at 9:30a.m.  Those present for all or part of the meeting were:
Hailey Frank Bennet, ITFC Chair/IDL-Land Resource Specialist Sr./Private Forestry Specialist
McKenna Smith, ITFC Vice Chair/IDL-Land Resource Specialist/Private Forestry Specialist
Madeline David, ITFC Treasurer/Tree Farmer/ILRCC Representative
Erin Roos, ITFC Communication/IFG Forester
Kirk David, ITFC Executive Committee/ITF Inspector Training Facilitator/Tree Farmer
John Lillehaug, District 3 Chair/Tree Farmer
Rodney Cochrane, District 4 Chair/IDL-Private Forestry Supervisor-Central Area
Maddie Goebel, UI Extension Educator-Forestry & Natural Resources
Chris Schnepf, UI Extension Educator, Forestry and Professor
Jay Clark, IDL-Forest Stewardship Program Coordinator
Ashley Kirk, IDL-Land Resource Specialist Sr/Private Forestry Specialist
Sam Wittle, IDL-Land Resource Specialist Sr./Private Forestry Specialist 
Doug Bradetich, ITFC Communication/IFG Forester
Steve Cuvala, Idaho Tree Farmer
Sandy Staff-Koetter, PLT Representative/Tree Farmer
Kurt Koetter, ITFC Executive Committee/Tree Farmer
Dennis Parent, Inland Forest Management-FW Forestry
Al Kyle, Tree Farmer (Cedar Mtn Farm)
Patrick Zumbro, Idaho Outstanding Tree Farm Logger of 2025
Darcie Humphrey,
Colleen Meek, ITFP Administrator

2.  Anti-Trust Statement
Chair H. Frank reviewed the Anti-Trust Statement with the committee.

3.  January, 2025 Meeting Minutes-Approval - Committee
Chair H. Frank asked for any corrections to the 1st Quarter 2025 Meeting Minutes.  S. Staff-Koetter moved to accept the Minutes from January 16th, 2025.  D. Bradetich seconded the motion and, with a voice vote, the motion passed.

4.  Current Treasurer’s Report to File for Review - Committee
Treasurer M. David presented the Treasurer’s Financial Report: January 01, 2025 to April 11, 2025.  Per M. David ITFP hasn’t been reimbursement for 2025 NLC.  M. David did report that ITFP did receive the check for 2024 required inspections. Thank you for receiving income from IFG Program support, usually receive two checks per year. D. Bradetich asked, if it made a difference when ITFP receives the checks, which it doesn’t.  M. David reported that there will be a CD that will be a 6 months rollover, any questions regarding the CD.  S. Cuvala asked ITFC if they can help with the monies for Benewah 6th grade Resource Tour and would like to raise the donation from $300 to $500.  K. Koetter moved to raise to $500,  S. Staff-Koetter seconded the motion.  With a voice vote, the motion passed.



5.  2025 Budget Review - Treasurer M. David
Treasurer M. David presented the budget-to-actual report as of April 11, 2025 and asked if there are any questions on the budget.
Chair, H. Frank asked, if ITFC would sponsor doughnuts and coffee for the Forestry Day for Southern Idaho.  D. Bradetich moved that ITFC provide doughnuts and coffee.  Chair, H. Frank got accepted to attend the 9th Forestry Congress in Washington D.C. on July 15th-18th.  Chair, H. Frank would like a donation for help with lodging and travel expenses around $2,000.  S. Staff-Koetter moved to approve up to $2,000, if she receives from other entities monies will be deducted.  K. Koetter second the motion.  With a voice vote, the motion passed.  Chair, H. Frank asked, if the ITFC would donate to Arbor Day from the ITFP general donation fund.  It was suggested to have $750 to $1,000 in the general fund.  K. Koetter moved approve $500 D. Bradetich seconded the motion.  With a voice vote, the motion passed.  The Budget, as changed was, was moved to file for review by R. Cochrane, D. Bradetich seconded the motion, with a voice vote, the motion passed.

6.  Communications Report – E. Roos 
E. Roos will be doing the spring newsletter before the end of the month.  Will mention the Forestry Contest, Recap on FFL&MC in Moscow, and mention the Forestry Day for Southern Idaho, and will see if C. Schnepf has any news releases.

7.  OLD BUSINESS
a. Outcome of FFL&MC in Moscow March 24 & 25th.  After Action Review
K. McClintock was recognized as the 2025 Idaho Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year.  D. Parent presented P. Zumbro speech as Idaho Outstanding Tree Farm Logger of the Year.  R. Easley presented R. Cochrane as 2025 Idaho Outstanding Inspector of the Year.  Chair Frank presented G. Ely the 2025 Idaho Tree Farm Program Scholarship.  Should we look at supporting some U of I or NIC’s degrees in logging as well as Forestry?  Chair H. Frank asked if the ITFC should nominate loggers and forestry students as well for the scholarships.  S. Staff-Koetter support workforce every year and the forestry programs. D. Bradetich suggested might see if NIC continues their logger program next year. It was then suggested that someone might come to speak to the committee. Chair, H. Frank will contact U of I and NIC to see if someone will come and speak to the committee.
1.  Since he was not able to attend the Idaho TF Meeting in Moscow, Chair, H. Frank introduced P. Zumbro to the committee and presented his award for the Idaho Outstanding Tree Farm Logger of 2025.
2.  M. David reported there were around 160 attendees at the 2025 FFL&MC, the count was down from the previous year.  There was an increase of the Idaho Tree Farm Program attendance.  R. Cochrane felt it was a good conference with good speeches, also would like to pull more loggers into the conference.  M. David reported that there always needs to be more sponsors.  D. Parent said he sent Best Western Plus a letter regarding how impressed he was with the accommodations.  D. Parent also asked about LEAP.
Chair, H. Frank suggested the Idaho Tree Farmer of Year may nominate themselves or who they know that would be a good nominee.
Per Chair, H. Frank, R. Easley contacted Idaho Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year for 2026, L. Packard.
Chair H. Frank asked, how many big Outstanding Tree Farmer signs has S. Funk made?  Four are left.

b.  NLC – Portland, Maine on March 11th thru March 13th 2025:After Action Review-Chair Frank & Vice Chair Smith
Chair H. Frank spoke about the NLC. The Family Forest Carbon Program didn’t seem like it was a very viable option when talking with other Tree Farmers, and Tree Farm Programs.  The Family Forest Carbon Program isn’t offered to states west of the Mississippi River. National is still pushing for noncertification and suggesting that people who don’t want to follow all the necessary steps to be a certified state become a recognized state. She sat in on a discussion about the EUDR and walked out more confused than when started. ATFS is supposed to follow up and provide some definitions for the EUDR document.  One EUDR discussion topic was primary forest cover.  No definition could be provided about this and no one was sure what this exactly means. How this is going to affect Idaho is uncertain right now.  She sat in on the discussion for Tree Farm mapping and worked through some of the bugs of the mapping system.  She sat in on Rita’s talk about Grass Roots engagement.  No new Farm Bill has been passed, and it was previously extended.  There wasn’t much hope that a bill would be passed by the time it expired, so it may be extended again.  This could affect a lot of small landowners through the budgets and services the Farm Bill helps to provide.  H. Frank wrote up some highlights and notes from the Conference and distributed to the Committee.

c.  Forestry Contest Update – K. Koetter
K. Koetter reported, The Forestry Contest will be held on May 8th, 2025 at the same location at Farragut State Park. There will be around 245 students attending with 9 activities for Juniors and Seniors. Longhorn Barbeque will provide the lunch. There are always volunteers needed.

NEW BUSINESS
a. PLT (Project Learning Tree) Report - S. Staff-Koetter 
S. Staff-Koetter Reported PLT will have a table at Career Fair-activity Green Jobs. The workshops have been doing personality tests to see how student personality matches forestry.  PLT has a new director. PLT recently partnered with Idaho Commission of Libraries to host regional workshops. More than 70 participants from across the state joined in.  Idaho Forest Products Commission and PLT are launching Tree Talkers, a new program that connects forest professionals with the classrooms. Tree Talkers are trained forest professionals who visit schools for hands on lessons from PLT.

b. ILRCC (Idaho Lands Resource Coordinating Council) M. David
M. David reported the next meeting will be held on June 4th, 2025 at Salmon, ID

c.  Five New Inspectors Completed Training on April 1, 2025
A. Kirk, A. Shagena, I. Foss, R. Brooks, and A. Presnell (6 more inspectors from Montana  were signed up as Idaho Inspectors)

d.  2025 Inspections: Inspections completed in red	THANK YOU INSPECTORS
		P. Dipofi		R. Easley		J. Lillehaug		R. Cochrane
1. Required:	District 1  15-2	District 2  10-1	District 3  0-		District 4  7-4
2. Monitored:	District 1  28-1	District 2  53-8	District 3  6-1		District 4  2-
MAPPING DEADLINE: November 30th, 2025

9.  OTHER BUSINESS – Committee
a.  Changed the date of July 15th meeting to July 22, 2025since Chair H. Frank will be in Washington D.C. 

10.  Next ITFC meeting: Tuesday, July 22, 2025 - IDL CDA-Sundance Workroom 

11.  Adjourn
Chair Frank adjourned the meeting at 10:50a.m.

Thank you for attending!

Respectfully submitted,
Colleen Meek, ITFP Administrator
admin@idahotreefarm.org
