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Although the days had been a bit smoky leading up, the morning of our Fall 

Tour was blessed with just the right shift of wind to clean up the air and let 

in a beautiful sunny day.  Around 60 Tree Farmers, neighbors and friends 

gathered for a great day outside.  Our hosts, 2022 Idaho Outstanding Tree 

Farmers of the Year Al and Daryl Kyle, opened their Cedar Mountain Farm 

and led a tour of their handiwork through this 60-year Idaho Tree Farm.   
 

The tour was accommodated by an old-fashioned hayride (Thanks to 

drivers Al and Kirk David!) to the area near the Kyle’s home where they first 

embarked on their Tree Farm journey.  This portion had been quite thick 

and in need of thinning when they first entered it.  After several years of 

diligent effort, it is now a beautiful and vibrant pine & fir forest.  Mastication 

for both stand improvement and fire reduction had been done on much of it 

and spurred quite a bit of discussion from the group. 
 

Idaho Tree Farm Program 

2022 Fall Tour Review 

 

 

 

The second portion of the tour took us to the back of the Tree Farm and 

took us to a much moister and more diverse species mix stand.  Using a 

skid trail the Kyle’s have improved into a self-guided hiking trail for their 

bed & breakfast guests, we viewed this area, an old farm pond now used 

by area wildlife, and saw some remnants of stumps and snags from the 

1910 Fire.  Discussion centered around the challenges and differences 

of managing this cedar/hemlock/cottonwood stand versus the ponderosa  

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Fall Tour Review (Continued from page one) 

and Douglas fir around their home.  With signs along the trail pointing out various species and 

other landmarks, this trail being viewed by their many guests each year is a great way to 

showcase active management and stand development in our Intermountain Area. 

 

At lunch we were treated to a demonstration of competitive antler/shed hunting.  A local group 

competes with dogs trained to hunt up deer antler sheds and uses part of Cedar Mountain Farm 

as a training ground.  One of the local handlers brought his dog out and showed us their amazing 

ability to locate and retrieve antlers hidden throughout the woodlot.  As a kickoff to the tour we 

were also surprised by an area pilot that buzzed in trailing smoke and put on a great airshow to 

start off the day.  Our state Tree Farm President, Erin Roos, went over the past year’s 

happenings in our Program, and Inspector Doug Bradetich shared some tips for Inspectors and 

Tree Farmers get ready for the upcoming program assessment in spring/summer 2023.  A fine 

picnic lunch from Super 1 Foods in Athol capped off the day and we adjourned for another year.  

A fine day, great weather, and wonderful hosts on a beautiful Tree Farm.   

 

 

 

Signage placed along the self-guided 
trail 

Admiring one of the 1910 Fire snags  

Giving the 
“Grandpa Pine”  

a hug! 
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Our search continues for people willing to serve on our Idaho Tree Farm Committee.  The bylaws allow for 
an unlimited number of Tree Farmers on the committee.  It is a great way to take a more active part in our 
activities and give back a little to the program.  You could choose to devote time as a member at large; 
serve on one of the subcommittees such as bylaws, budget, newsletter, review of candidates for 
Outstanding Tree Farmer, Logger & Inspector of the year; or volunteer as a committee officer.   
 
A wise man once said, “The world is run by those that show up”.  If you are interested in stepping up a notch 
and investing some of your time to our program, contact our State Administrator, Colleen Meek, at 
admin@idahotreefarm.org or call her cell at 208-691-5933 to let us know and answer any questions you 
might have. 

Looking for a Few Good Tree Farmers…(for our State Committee) 

 If you are currently a Tree Farmer and have an interest in either Stewardship Forestry or Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (NRCS), did you know your current management plan also qualifies for both of these 
other programs?  As long as your current plan meets the 2021 certification standards for ATFS, it is 
recognized by these programs as well.  The three stewardship programs are similar in many ways, though 
each has specific differences.   
 

For instance, Tree Farm membership certifies your timber as meeting the standards for the Sustainable 
Forestry Initiative (SFI), allowing it to be sold into “green” markets; whereas Stewardship Forestry managed 
through the Idaho Department of Lands (IDL) can help with reduced fees for various forestry educational 
events and materials as well as allowing for on the ground technical assistance from IDL Private Forestry 
Specialists.  NRCS administers the Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) that can financially 
enable landowners to complete thinning, tree planting, slash management, and many other activities. 
 

To help facilitate the multi-program approach, these three programs utilize the “Idaho One Plan” which has 
been reviewed and accepted as meeting all necessary requirements for each of them.  The signature page 
is set up for recognition by ATFS, Stewardship and NRCS.   
 

Very simple – one management plan and you are set to request recognition by all three.  If interested, 
check these other two programs out on the web or at the local IDL or NRCS office near you.   

Interested in Stewardship and NRCS as well as Tree Farm? 

Idaho Tree Farm Program Assessment - Planned for 2023 

As part of a “certified” Tree Farm program, Idaho undergoes a third-party assessment every 3-5 

years.  Our next assessment is slated for 2023.  What does this mean to you as a Tree Farmer?  

The assessment is based on a statistical sample of all the Idaho Tree Farms, segregated into small, 

medium, and large sized tracts.  Parcels are chosen at random by PricewaterhouseCoopers and 

then either visited on the ground, or as Covid has required the past couple years, the owners 

contacted by phone interview.  Your management plan will be reviewed, and the interviewer will ask 

some basic questions about your Tree Farm activities.  Keep in mind this is an assessment of our 

program, not of your management.  They want to determine if the plans are being kept up to date, 

inspections happening as requested or required, and more about the basic operation of our 

committee rather than your Tree Farm.  As a part of this your Inspector may be getting in touch 

over the reminder of this year to dust off your plan and identify any areas needing updates or 

additions.  If you have any questions contact your Inspector, District Chair, or our administrator 

Colleen at admin@idahotreefarm.org .  

mailto:admin@idahotreefarm.org
mailto:admin@idahotreefarm.org
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Project Learning Tree (PLT) Update Michelle Youngquist 

 

Idaho PLT and the Idaho Forest Products Commission Education program had a busy summer of 
in-the-woods teacher workshops, the Sustainable Forestry Tour for teachers and counselors, and 
several conference presentations and exhibits. Fall includes the Forest Products Week Essay 
Contest, more teacher workshops, and distribution of thousands of printed items, upon request, to 
classroom teachers and others who work with youth. We have a new “Teacher Love” sticker. 
Request some today, and share them with local educators.  https://www.idahoforests.org/content-
item/teacher-love/  
  
The always dynamic world of education is undergoing rapid change. We are in the midst of 
analyzing our audiences and programming, and working to determine how to best respond to the 
needs of Idaho’s formal and non-formal educators. As part of that process, we’re conducting a 
survey. Please share the survey link with educators and others who may benefit from our resources 
and opportunities. https://forms.gle/W9EQH1P17hscyQY68  Respondents may enter a drawing for 
one of several $25 gift cards.   
  
Thanks to Idaho Tree Farm members for your ongoing support and partnership. Please contact 
Michelle with any questions – plt@idahoforests.org.  
 

University of Idaho Extension Classes   
Chris Schnepf, Area Extension Educator 

Current Topics in Forest Health – North Idaho College, CDA – Friday December 16, 

2022 
 
Animals, plants, insects, and diseases can sometimes impede reforestation, wildlife habitat, or 
other forest stewardship goals. Current Topics in Forest Health is an annual program that 
updates forest owners, operators, and natural resource professionals on methods to improve 
forest health 
 
Current Topics in Forest Health will be held on Friday, December 16, 2022 in Coeur d’Alene at 
North Idaho College in Room 106 of the Meyer Health and Science Building (for a map go to 
www.nic.edu/about/maps/campus.aspx). A $26 registration fee covers handouts and 
refreshments. 
 
Topics for this session will include: Western Redcedar Dieback in the Inland Northwest, 
Update to Idaho’s Noxious Weeds includes Goatsrue, Stary Stonewort, and Turkish thistle, 
and Update on Existing and Emerging Biological Controls for Idaho Weeds. 
 
For registration questions, contact the University of Idaho Extension office in Kootenai County 
(208) 292-2679. For program questions, contact Chris Schnepf at the same number 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/-DHyCR6jx8Tv61qpf9OBSO/
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/-DHyCR6jx8Tv61qpf9OBSO/
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/-6YnCVOnBJUxJ6oESzYV4s
mailto:plt@idahoforests.org
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Forestry Shortcourse – offered in Post Falls and Sandpoint 
 

Many Idaho forest landowners desire a better understanding of "what makes their forest tick" and 
how they can better manage their forest property. The Forestry Shortcourse will help you:  
 

• understand basic principles of forest ecology and silviculture, 
• apply that knowledge to your forest to meet your goals, and 
• develop a written forest management plan for your property, 

 
The Forestry Shortcourse will be offered in Post Falls on Tuesday evenings (6:30 pm ‐ 9:30 pm), 
November 1, 8, 15, 29 & Dec. 6, 13, 2022, in Room 302 at the University of Idaho Research Park 
(958 S. Lochsa Street); and again in Sandpoint on Wednesday mornings (9:00 am ‐ 12:00 pm), 
June 14, 21, 28 & July 5, 12, 19, 2023, at the UI Sandpoint Organic Ag Center(10881 N Boyer Rd.) 
 
The program includes activities, presentations from several agencies’ experts, discussion, videos, 
and other learning experiences designed to help you understand and apply basic forestry concepts. 
 
 In the process, you will be coached on how to write a plan that provides a long‐term framework to 
help you manage your forest to meet your goals. The plan will also help you qualify for Idaho forestry 
property tax categories, the American Tree Farm Program, and financial assistance for forest 
improvements, such as tree planting, thinning, or pruning. 

 
Forestry Shortcourse Outline Sessions 

 
Session 1: tree identification, identifying forest management goals, forest management planning  
 

Session 2: forest ecology, forest soil/water stewardship  
 

Session 3: forest insects/disease  
 

Session 4: silvicultural systems, thinning, reforestation, pruning, fertility  
 

Session 5: forest wildlife habitat, forest water quality, recreation and aesthetics, controlling access 
  
Session 6: accomplishing forest management tasks, keeping records, forest income and property tax 
laws, Idaho forestry laws, financial and technical assistance 
 
A $38 registration fee ($120 for UI credit) includes a binder, USB drive of forest management 
resource materials, and refreshments. Each set of sessions can accommodate up to 25 people.  
 
For registration questions, contact the University of Idaho Extension office in the county in which the 
program will be held 

U of I  Extension Classes (continued from page 4) 
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Forest Health Updates – Tom Eckberg and Erika Eidson, Idaho Dept of Lands Entomologists 

Spruce spider mites causing green trees to look brownish, but trees often recover 
 
In late July 2022, hundreds of acres of healthy Douglas-fir trees near Council, Idaho began 
taking on a strange brownish hue. The drastic change can be seen from highway 95, and can 
appear alarming to those concerned about Idaho’s forests.  
 
The culprit causing this tree discoloration is called the spruce spider mite. Spider mites are tiny 
critters related to spiders and ticks. They are so small they are difficult to see with the naked 
eye.  Spider mites damage plants by feeding on sap with tiny, whip-like mouthparts. Plants 
infested by spider mites take on a bronzed, speckled appearance and become coated with silky 
webbing that provides protection to the mites and their eggs.  
 
Spruce spider mites are considered cool season pests, with most of their activity occurring in 
spring and fall. They have a wide host range including many spruce species, Douglas-fir, 
hemlock, arborvitae, and others. Populations appear to have boomed throughout the region this 
year due to cool early summer conditions. Fortunately, spruce spider mite activity typically dies 
down with hotter, mid-summer weather. As of Sept 29th, spruce spider mite damage did not 
appear any worse than in early August, and no life stages could be found, suggesting that 
activity had not (yet) increased again due to cooler fall conditions.  
 
In this outbreak, damage is mostly limited to needle discoloration. Some trees have lost up to 
25% of their needles, and more needles may drop over winter. Populations of spruce spider 
mites may still increase this fall, but previous outbreaks of spruce spider mites near Worley, ID 
and on the Camas Prairie in the Lawyer Creek drainages did not cause any long-term issues or 
significant mortality.  
 
What should you do if you suspect spruce spider mites affecting your trees? First, don’t panic, 
since trees can recover from spruce spider mites. Although damaged and dropped needles will 
not grow back, branch tips can still put on healthy new growth in coming years. In landscaped 
settings, mite populations can be knocked back by spraying trees with a strong jet of water to 
dislodge mites, and supplemental watering during hot and dry periods can alleviate tree stress. 
While there are pesticides that can be used against mites, mites are capable of quickly 
developing resistance. Additionally, some broad-spectrum pesticides can exacerbate spider 
mite problems by killing off important insect predators that normally help to keep mite 
populations in check. For more information on spider mite control options, see this fact sheet. In 
many cases, the best course of action may be to wait and see how affected trees recover next 
spring before taking any management action.  
 

(continued on next page) 

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/extension.colostate.edu/docs/pubs/insect/05507.pdf
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Forest Health Updates  (continued from page 4) 

 

Spider Mite activity on Douglas fir 

 

 

 

Spider mite activity, late September 2022 near Council, ID 

 

 

Spider Mite Webbing Spider Mite adult and eggs 
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Events to Highlight 
 
January 19, 2023 - Idaho Tree Farm 
Committee Meeting. CDA, ID 

March 27, 2023 - Idaho Tree Farm 
Program Annual Meeting. Moscow, ID 

March 27-28, 2023 – Family Forest 
Landowners and Managers 
Conference. Moscow, ID 

April 20, 2023 - Idaho Tree Farm 
Committee Meeting. TBA 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 

Learn more at: 

www.idahotreefarm.org 

About Our Organization… 
The purpose of the Idaho Tree Farm 
Program is to promote better forest 
management among family forest 
owners.  The vehicle for achieving this 
aim is the American Tree Farm 
System® (ATFS), sponsored nationally 
by the American Forest Foundation 
(AFF), statewide by the Idaho SFI State 
Implementation Committee (SFI SIC), 
and administered by the Idaho Tree 
Farm Committee (State Committee). 

Tree Farm Member Acreage County Inspecting Forester 

    

Jared Johnston 38 Bonner Karen Robinson 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
    

Stay Informed….. 

In case you are ever wondering 
what is going on at the 
committee level, our Minutes are 
now being posted on the Idaho 
Tree Farm Program website.  
Just log onto our website for 
Minutes of previous sessions, 
contact information, upcoming 
events, and other news of note 
to help you in your Tree Farm 
endeavors. 

 

Welcome New Members! 

 
The Idaho Tree Farm Committee extends a special welcome to the newest Idaho Tree Farm Program’s 
certified member.  Thank you to the District Chairs and Inspecting Foresters for promoting membership 
in the Idaho Tree Farm Program through the American Tree Farm System®. 
 
As a current member, and a steward of the land, we appreciate your current support of the program 
and your management of the forestland for pride and pleasure.  Thank you for your continued 
commitment to protecting watersheds and wildlife habitat, conserving soil and, at the same time, 
producing the wood America needs and uses. 

 

See you March 27-28 at the  
 

2023 Family Forest Landowners and Managers 
Conference in Moscow, ID 

 
The annual meeting of our Idaho Tree Farm Program 
to be held as in the past on Monday evening, the 27th. 

 
Stay tuned for more info to come on this great event! 

 
 
 
 

Stay warm, stay safe, enjoy the winter and we look 
forward to seeing you in the spring! 


