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If you are one of the many Tree Farmers and forest professionals that look forward each 

spring to attending the Family Forest Landowners & Managers Conference, you will be glad 

to hear the 2021 session is going full steam ahead.  Due to the various crowd size 

restrictions, masking mandates, and other safety precautions regarding COVID-19 though, 

the conference this year will be totally virtual via Zoom.  As always this is THE major event for 

over 300 forest landowners and foresters throughout the Intermountain Area.  Full two-day 

conference registration is only $20 per person.  One day registration, for either the Monday or 

Tuesday session, is only $10 per person.  If you are an Idaho Forest Steward, you will receive 

a copy of the brochure from Idaho Department of Lands which includes a coupon for a 

substantial discount on the registration fee.  Watch your postal mailbox for this offer. 
 

The theme this year is “The Roaring 20’s! – A Call to Action: Managing Idaho’s Forests in the 

New Decade”.   
 

Monday sessions begin with Big Picture Actions covering issues of a Regional or National 

level.  Speakers will include Bruce Vincent, President of Environomics in Libby, MT; Tamara 

Cushing, Past President Society of American Foresters in Bethesda, MD; Leanne Marten, 

USFS Regional Forester in Missoula, MT; and James Petersen, President of the Evergreen 

Foundation, Dalton Gardens, ID.   
 

Monday afternoon will switch to discussions involving topics at a local level such as forest 

collaboratives and working across state or bureau boundaries, then finish up with a session 

designed to help you with the business aspects of your forest ownership. 
 

Tuesday will be devoted to on the ground activities for your family forest such as prescribed 

fire, forest health updates, and several sessions on wildlife management. 
 

There are several options for registration this year – click on: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2021-family-forest-landowners-managers-conference-tickets-

131242773669?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch, or return a registration form and check to Idaho 

Forest Owners Association, P.O. Box 1257, CDA, ID 83816 by March 22, 2021.  

  

 

 

 Family Forest Landowners & Managers Conference 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2021-family-forest-landowners-managers-conference-tickets-131242773669?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2021-family-forest-landowners-managers-conference-tickets-131242773669?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch
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New Standards for Certification are Here! 

Now that new standards are in place, it will be necessary for all Inspecting Foresters to complete a retraining 

session.  This year with the COVID-19 restrictions in place, all retraining will be offered on-line.  Certification 

for current Inspecting Foresters will remain in place until March 15, 2021 at which time retraining will be 

necessary for any further Tree Farm Inspections.  Stay in touch with your District Chair and we will keep you 

informed as to upcoming classes, dates, and times.  Given the short distance across the Idaho Panhandle, 

many of our Idaho Inspectors are also recognized in Montana and Washington.  We will try to stay in touch 

with those states as well.  It may be possible some of you could attend one of their sessions if that works 

better.   

 

ATFS National is still putting together the class structure for both Inspector Facilitator training and Inspecting 

Forester training.  As these become more available, we will forward to our District Chairs for distribution to 

our Inspectors.   

Mandatory Inspector Training  

(Excerpt from the American Tree Farm System website)  
 

“American Tree Farm System ® Standards of Sustainability 
The new 2021 ATFS Standards of Sustainability were approved by AFF's Board of Trustees on November 11th, 2020 
and enacted January 1,2021. These new Standards, which serve as the basis of the American Tree Farm 
System® certification program, will replace the 2015-2020 Standards of Sustainability. Adoption of the new 
Standards will take place throughout 2021 and guidelines along with Key Dates will soon be available on 
our transition page here.” 
 
Several of us on the Idaho Tree Farm Committee attended an on-line meeting recently to go over the new 2021 
Standards.  As in the past it will be necessary for you to amend your Tree Farm Management Plan where necessary 
to keep current with these Standards.  We will all become more familiar with the changes as we move through 
Inspector training this upcoming year, but at this point it does not look like the new Standards will cause a great deal of 
changes to your plans.  A few of the items we noted from the on-line meeting were: 1) Tree Farmers will be 
encouraged to regularly attend continuing education such as Extension Forestry classes, landowner conferences, and 
so forth. 2) If you use pesticides in your Tree Farming, the required record keeping forms have changed. 3) Tree 
Farmers will need to identify which forestry professional resources were consulted to determine presence of T&E 
species. 4) Noncontiguous parcels that are under 10 acres and separated from the main Tree Farm by a public 
highway that are under 10 acres will be allowed to remain a part of the larger Tree Farm acreage 
 
For more information, click on the ATFS link: View the 2021 ATFS Standards of Sustainability. 
 

https://www.treefarmsystem.org/stuff/contentmgr/files/2/d98957a82e424e3bf37a74339a391993/misc/atfs_2015_2020_standards_of_sustainability_english_spanish.pdf
https://www.treefarmsystem.org/transition-period
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/hfGACR6jx8Tvn0wNHErW2N
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Project Learning Tree Update  
Michelle Youngquist, Project Learning Tree/Idaho Forest Products Commission 

  

Like everyone, Idaho Forest Products Commission and Project Learning Tree’s 2020 plans were upended by the 

pandemic. We pivoted immediately and responded to the challenges faced by educators and families by enhancing 

our digital resources and providing virtual trainings that equipped teachers to get their students outside to learn, 

even when that learning was occurring remotely. A variety of opportunities will be offered in 2021, including flexible 

virtual trainings, in-person outdoor trainings with COVID precautions, the Forest Education Grants program 

(deadline 3/15) and Arbor Day Student Photo Contest (deadline 4/16). Bookmark https://idahoforests.org/education/ 

and visit occasionally for the latest information or contact Michelle at plt@idahoforests.org.  

 

Winter-fallen Trees and Bark Beetles 
Chris Schnepf, Area Extension Educator - Forestry 

 
January 2021 brought some massive windstorms to the Inland Northwest. During high wind events such as this, it is 

very common to see trees falling over at the roots or breaking off mid-bole, particularly if there is a deformity or fork  

in the bole. Downed and broken trees are more common on sites that have recently had timber harvest, are exposed  

to more wind, or have root disease issues. Saturated, unfrozen soils also played a role this year. 
 

Many landowners correctly begin to ask questions about bark beetle hazards when they see downed trees. Given the 

date these trees fell down, they may well be green enough in the spring for bark beetles that breed in downed trees to 

successfully complete their development, emerge, then attack nearby green trees. If enough trees have fallen to 

make a timber sale viable, that can solve the problem if the stemwood over three inches in diameter is removed 

before June.  
 

But what if the volume is too small to justify a timber sale? The downed trees may not have to be removed to prevent 

bark beetle problems, and downed trees do a lot of good in a forest, providing nutrients and adding to forest soil 

structure. They also provide food and habitat for insects and other organisms that further benefit soil fertility and 

structure. Downed trees must be of a specific species and size to breed beetles that present a hazard to standing 

trees. Three beetle species are most likely to breed on downed trees in Idaho’s family forests: pine engraver beetle, 

Douglas-fir beetle, and fir engraver beetle. On the rare family forests where Engelmann spruce are common, spruce 

beetle can also be an issue (see link below) 
 

Pine Engraver Beetle 

Pine engraver beetle (Ips pini) (also referred to by its genus name “Ips”) is responsible for most of the occasions in Idaho 

family forests where insects emerge from downed trees to attack and kill standing green trees. Pine engraver beetles and 

their larvae usually feed on lodgepole and ponderosa pines, but Ips beetles can infest most pine species. They usually 

focus on sapling to pole sized trees or tops of larger trees. 

 
 

(Pine Engraver Beetle Continued on Next Page) 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/aRtZCADK58TNrYzLTGvKHY/
mailto:plt@idahoforests.org
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Winter-fallen Trees and Bark Beetles 
(continued from page 3) 
 

In late spring, pine engraver beetles will attack pines that have fallen in the winter, breed, and then emerge later in 

the summer to attack standing green pines. The key issue with Ips beetles is to remove or treat bole wood (larger 

than three inches in diameter) from winter fallen trees. Either debark it, burn it, chip it, or remove it from the site.  

 

Douglas-fir Beetle 

As the name implies, the Douglas-fir beetle (Dendroctonus pseudotsugae) is a bark beetle that feeds predominantly 

on large diameter, mature, Douglas-fir (it sometimes breeds in fallen larch). In the spring, Douglas-fir beetles attack 

and breed in trees that fell in the previous winter’s storms.  A year later in the following spring and summer, they 

emerge from the fallen trees to attack standing green trees, individually, or in groups (which become larger during 

epidemics). They have one generation per year. Standing green trees do not usually fade until one year after attack. 

 

If you have winter-fallen Douglas-fir that are larger than 8 inches in diameter, remove, burn, or debark them within 

one year. You can also monitor them for attack. If you see trees on the ground this size, with red-orange boring dust 

in bark crevices, and upon cutting away the bark find larval galleries, they have been attacked and should be 

removed, burned, or debarked. 

 

Fir Engraver Beetle 

The primary host for fir engraver beetles (Scolytus ventralis) are grand fir. While they are not as commonly a problem 

with downed stems as Ips or Douglas-fir beetles, fir engraver beetles sometimes breed in windthrown grand fir and 

tops of grand fir (over 4 inches in diameter), then emerge to attack new trees from June to September, most often 

during droughts. Not all of the attacks of standing trees are lethal – some simply kill patches of tissue or kill tops. 

 

If you have winter-fallen green grand fir larger than four inches in diameter, and upon cutting away the bark from 

those trees in the early summer, find main galleries scoring the wood and running 2-4 inches perpendicular to wood 

grain, remove or debark them to prevent attacks to standing trees. 

 

Generalizations about Bark Beetles and Winter-fallen Trees 

A few rules of thumb can be deduced from the biology of the bark beetles that breed in winter fallen trees: 
 

• Winter broken tops and trees smaller than 3 inches in diameter are almost never a major bark beetle hazard. 

Occasionally Ips or other minor bark beetles will attack smaller diameter materials, but the material usually 

dries out, starving the larvae before they develop fully. 

• Winter fallen trees from some species are almost never a bark beetle hazard. Some bark beetle species 

breed in fallen cedar, and hemlock, but they do not emerge to attack standing green trees.  

 

(Generalizations Continued on Next Page) 
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Winter-fallen Trees and Bark Beetles 
(continued from page 4) 

 

• Trees dead longer than one year are not a bark beetle hazard. Even if those trees were at one time 

infested with bark beetles, the offspring have already left. You will often find insects in them that are 

superficially similar to bark beetles, but they are not usually insects that kill trees. The same goes with 

large wood boring insects (commonly found working in dead trees or firewood). These insects rarely kill 

trees. In fact, they are beneficial to forests, to the extent they start tearing apart dead trees, making 

them less of a fire hazard and recycling their nutrients back to the forest. They also provide food for a 

variety of wildlife species.  

 

Beyond these types of winter-deposited materials, hazard from bark beetles also depends on the size and 

species of the trees in the immediate area that might be attacked. For example, you may have fallen Douglas-fir 

of appropriate size, species, and freshness, but if the standing green trees in the immediate area are all too 

small or of a different species (say ponderosa pine), you do not have a potential bark beetle problem.  
 

A final note: sometimes landowners cut green trees that have fallen in their forest into firewood sized pieces, 

and stack it up in the woods to cure. Cutting green stemwood into firewood-sized pieces often has little effect on 

its suitability as bark beetle habitat (particularly for pine engraver beetle). Bark beetles that breed in downed 

stem wood will still do this successfully in firewood-sized pieces (though splitting such firewood may also 

possibly reduce risk). If it is a green enough to be a bark beetle hazard, remove it or debark it.  

For more information on bark beetles and other forest insects, your local University of Idaho Extension office has 

a number of publications with more information. For on-site technical assistance regarding whether you are 

likely to have bark beetle problems as a result of trees that have fallen or broken during winter storms, contact 

your local Idaho Department of Lands Office. Thanks to Sandy Kegley, USFS, Erika Eidson and Tom Eckberg, 

IDL, for their review of this article. 

 

Chris Schnepf 

Area Extension Educator Forestry 

University of Idaho Extension 

For more information on bark beetles discussed here, see: 

• www.idl.idaho.gov/wp-
content/uploads/sites/116/2020/03/Pine_Engraver_FINAL_3_19_2020.pdf    

• https://www.idl.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/116/2020/03/2016-single-pest-fact-
sheet-Douglas-fir-Beetle_3_19_2020.pdf  

• www.idl.idaho.gov/wp-

content/uploads/sites/116/2020/07/Fir_Engraver_Beetle_fact_sheet_FINAL_3_20_2020.pdf  

• https://www.barkbeetles.org/spruce/sbfidl127.htm 

 

 

http://www.idl.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/116/2020/03/Pine_Engraver_FINAL_3_19_2020.pdf
http://www.idl.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/116/2020/03/Pine_Engraver_FINAL_3_19_2020.pdf
https://www.idl.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/116/2020/03/2016-single-pest-fact-sheet-Douglas-fir-Beetle_3_19_2020.pdf
https://www.idl.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/116/2020/03/2016-single-pest-fact-sheet-Douglas-fir-Beetle_3_19_2020.pdf
http://www.idl.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/116/2020/07/Fir_Engraver_Beetle_fact_sheet_FINAL_3_20_2020.pdf
http://www.idl.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/116/2020/07/Fir_Engraver_Beetle_fact_sheet_FINAL_3_20_2020.pdf
https://www.barkbeetles.org/spruce/sbfidl127.htm
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Events to Highlight 
 
 

Feb 3-5, 2021 – Forester’s Forum – 
CDA, ID - Virtual 

Mar 29-30, 2021 – Family Forest 
Landowners and Managers 
Conference – Moscow, ID – Virtual 

Apr 15, 2021 – Idaho Tree Farm 
Committee Meeting – CDA, ID 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We’re on the Web! 

Learn more at: 

www.idahotreefarm.org 

About Our Organization… 
The purpose of the Idaho Tree Farm 
Program is to promote better forest 
management among family forest 
owners.  The vehicle for achieving this 
aim is the American Tree Farm 
System® (ATFS), sponsored nationally 
by the American Forest Foundation 
(AFF), statewide by the Idaho SFI State 
Implementation Committee (SFI SIC), 
and administered by the Idaho Tree 
Farm Committee (State Committee). 

Tree Farm Member Acreage County Inspecting Forester 

Bradley and Melinda Ritts 13 Latah Robert Barkley 

Jason Thompson 24 Latah Robert Barkley 

Michael and Tamara Cook 48 Clearwater Christopher Gerhart 

Eric Rude 37  Kootenai Philip Dipofi 

Douglas Nordquist 39 Bonner Karen Robinson 

John and Andrea Kinne 10 Bonner Douglas Bradetich 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
    

Stay Informed….. 

In case you are ever wondering 
what is going on at the 
committee level, our Minutes are 
now being posted on the Idaho 
Tree Farm Program website.  
Just log onto our website for 
Minutes of previous sessions, 
contact information, upcoming 
events, and other news of note 
to help you in your Tree Farm 
endeavors. 

 

Welcome New Members! 

 
The Idaho Tree Farm Committee extends a special welcome to the 6 newest Idaho Tree Farm 
Program’s certified members.  Thank you to the District Chairs and Inspecting Foresters for promoting 
membership in the Idaho Tree Farm Program through the American Tree Farm System®. 
 
As a current member, and a steward of the land, we appreciate your current support of the program 
and your management of the forestland for pride and pleasure.  Thank you for your continued 
commitment to protecting watersheds and wildlife habitat, conserving soil and, at the same time, 
producing the wood America needs and uses. 

 

Please make plans to take part in the 2021 Family 
Forest Landowners & Managers Conference on 
March 29-30, 2021 
 
With the conference being all virtual we have decided 
to postpone our Idaho Tree Farm Program annual 
meeting until the Fall Tour in September. 
 
Stay tuned as we make announcements later this 
year of our Outstanding Logger, Inspector and Tree 
Farmers of the Year for 2021. 
 
Stay safe and we hope to see each other in person 
again very soon!    


