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2019 Fall Field Tour and Program Review
Hello Idaho Tree Farmers. This has been a busy year for our committee. The Idaho Tree
Farm Program underwent its audit/program review last summer, and everything went well.
Again, I want to thank all of those involved, especially Mary Fritz and the inspector chairs. If
your Tree Farm was chosen for the audit, I’d like to thank you as well. I know it’s a lot to ask
someone to allow a complete stranger on our properties to look for inconsistencies between
our plans and your on the ground management. Thanks again for your patience and
cooperation in helping the Idaho Tree Farm Program maintain its certification status.
In other news, our Fall Tour went very well. On a sunny September 7th, we toured our
Outstanding Tree Farm of the Year, Forever Green Tree Farm. Forever Green Tree Farm is
located a few miles south of St. Maries and is owned by Larry and Margie Cooke. This very
unique operation is run with the help of their children and grandchildren. Part of their tree
farm is a well-managed forest that Larry pre-commercially and commercially thinned after
their acquisition of the property in the late 1970’s and early 1980’s. The most recent harvest
was completed last fall. Looking at the growth rings in the stumps, it was easy to see those
trees released and really took off after Larry’s precommercial thinnings. Each year, St.
Maries 6th graders are invited out to this part of the tree farm for a natural resource tour.
Foresters and other natural resource professionals teach them about management of the
forests many of us recreate in and some of us make our livings in.
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Tour group viewing one of the Forever Green Tree Farm timber harvest areas
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Fall Field Tour and Program Review
(Continued from page one)

The second part of the tree farm is dedicated to growing landscape trees which are shipped throughout the west.
The Cooke’s have an additional farm near Plummer that also grows landscape trees. The Plummer farm is operated
through a partnership with their daughter and son-in-law. We learned about the logistics of growing, marketing,
digging, and shipping live trees.

Finally, we toured the part of the tree farm
dedicated to growing Christmas trees for both
export as well as the “U-Cut” market. There is a lot
of labor involved in planting, culling, pruning,
marketing, and shipping Christmas trees. The
whole family gets involved around the holidays to
help out with the “U-Cut” operation which also
includes Santa, sleigh rides, and their garage
turned into a gift shop.

Larry Cooke and ITFP President Sean Hammond in one of the
Forever Green Tree Farm Christmas tree stands

Larry and Margie are great people, enthusiastic
hosts, and kept all of us very interested as they
spoke about the acquisition and operation of
Forever Green Tree Farm.
The young fellow sitting on my lap in the picture is
one of our youngest Tree Farmers, Henry Brainard
of Blanchard. Henry is the grandson of one of my
landowner clients and likes to ride on my dozer
while I’m building road.
Sean and “Possible Future ITPF President” Henry Brainard
enjoying the Fall Tour reception.
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Pine Street Woods Community Forest
Located just outside Sandpoint, ID is Pine Street Woods Community Forest – an exciting new opportunity for folks
of all ages to enjoy the outdoors, and one of our newest Idaho Tree Farms! This 180 acre parcel was acquired
recently by Kaniksu Land Trust and will serve as a place of education and recreation for visitors of all ages. The
tract has been a working forest for many years, dating back to the very early days of Sandpoint. In addition to
allowing continued management, the roads and skid trails will now also provide a place for hiking, mountain biking,
cross country skiing, and outdoor educational sessions.
On their website Kaniksu Land Trust states: “Communities with easy access to unspoiled nature thrive. They
are healthier, happier and economically more vibrant. Pine Street Woods, a community forest, is KLT's gift
to our community, a place for all to play and learn outside.”
Pine Street Woods is open for use seven days a week from dawn until dusk. Recent activities have included
upgrades to the road system to allow bus and passenger car access, and construction of multi-use trails. Also
planned is the construction of an outdoor recreation center. KLT Conservation Director Regan Plumb had this to say
about the venture: "Kaniksu Land Trust is delighted to bring this community forest property to fruition, an
accomplishment made possible through the generosity and farsightedness of countless community members. Pine
Street Woods provides an accessible space where residents of all ages and abilities can enjoy nature, realize the
many benefits of time spent outdoors, and learn about healthy forest processes and sustainable management. We
at Kaniksu couldn't be more proud to be involved in this wonderful community endeavor". For more information on
this project, log on to https://kaniksulandtrust.org/pine-street-woods/.

2020 Family Forest Landowners and Managers Conference
It’s hard to imagine with leaves falling and temperatures cooling, but two things are surely on the way – Spring and
the annual Family Forest Landowners and Managers Conference in Moscow. The planning committee is well
underway on the next conference and is extending an invitation especially to you, the forest landowner. Each year
evaluation comments have indicated a desire for more sharing of family forest owner experiences. The
committee has listened and is scheduling a peer to peer session at the 2020 conference. This will give you the
opportunity to share your experiences in the management and care of your Tree Farm.
Examples could include tree planting, weed control, estate succession planning, hosting youth activities, road or trail
development, wildlife habitat development, thinning efforts or anything else you have dealt with on your forest tract.
Family forest owners selected will give a short 20-minute presentation (including a few minutes for questions). Your
presentation does not have to use a PowerPoint or similar visual media, but the conference will be set up for that.
Your presentation should describe the steps you took to accomplish the activity, what you accomplished, what you
thought was most effective in your effort, and what you might do differently if you were to do it again.
If you are interested please submit a written summary of no more than 100 words that describes your activity
and how you believe other forest owners would benefit from learning about it. This summary should be
submitted to info@idahoforestowners.org or IFOA, PO Box 1257, Coeur d'Alene, ID 83816-1257 by
NOVEMBER 20, 2019.
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Upcoming University of Idaho Extension Forestry Classes
Here is a couple of classes being offered by U of I Extension Forestry this year.

Annual UI Extension Forest Health Program
to be held in Coeur d’Alene, Friday, December 13th
Animals, plants, insects, and diseases can sometimes impede reforestation, wildlife habitat, or other
forest stewardship goals. Current Topics in Forest Health is an annual program that updates forest
owners, foresters, and others on methods to improve forest health. Topics to be covered this year
include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Are conditions developing for the return of western white pine pole blight?: Paul Zambino, U.S.
Forest Service
Grass control for reforestation: Tim Prather University of Idaho
Weeds, climate change, and herbicide resistance: Doug Finklenburg, University of Idaho
Identifying grasses and grass-like plants in forest environments: Justin Trujillo, University of
Idaho
Personal protective equipment for pesticide handlers: Carol Black, Washington State University
Tussock moth, budworms, and other defoliators of Douglas-Fir and grand fir: Tom Eckberg,
Idaho Department of Lands
Product update: forestry site preparation and conifer release: Joel Fields, Wilbur-Ellis

Current Topics in Forest Health will be held in Coeur d’Alene, from 8:00 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. on Friday,
December 13th, 2019 in Room 106 of the Meyer Health and Science Building at the North Idaho
College. The program is eligible for 5 Idaho pesticide license re-certification credits, 5.5 Society of
American Foresters continuing forestry education credits, and 5.5 Idaho Pro-Logger continuing
education credits. The program can accommodate up to 100 people. Participants should pre-register
by Friday, December 6th, 2019 to ensure their place (registration forms are available at local
University of Idaho Extension Offices). A $24.00 registration fee ($26 for online registration with a
credit card at www.uidaho.edu/ForestHealth) covers handouts and refreshments.
Current Topics in Forest Health is an Idaho Forest Stewardship program, co-sponsored by University
of Idaho Extension, the Idaho Department of Lands, and many other agencies and organizations. For
questions on the program, contact Chris Schnepf (208-446-1680).
College of Agricultural & Life Sciences / College of Natural Resources
University of Idaho, U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, and Idaho counties cooperating.
The University of Idaho is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer and Educational Institution.
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Upcoming University of Idaho Extension Forestry Classes
(continued from page four)

Native Tree Identification and Wreath Making Classes
to be held December 7, 2019, in Coeur d’Alene
Because we have such a varied range of latitudes, altitudes, soils, and precipitation patterns, Idaho has a
wider variety of native trees than most other Rocky Mountain states. The first step in caring for these
trees, whether they be in a landscape or in a forest, is to correctly identify the species.
Distinguishing between Idaho’s trees can be a daunting task for beginners. Through a combination of
images and live samples, a 2-hour workshop titled Identifying Idaho’s Trees will help participants quickly
identify Idaho’s most common native trees, including: lodgepole pine, ponderosa pine, western white
pine, western larch, Douglas-fir, Engelmann spruce, grand fir, subalpine fir, western redcedar, western
hemlock, pacific yew, black cottonwood, quaking aspen, and red alder. Participants will also learn about
the ecology, silviculture, and history of these species. Identifying Idaho’s Trees will be held on Saturday,
December 7, 2019 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the University of Idaho Extension office in Kootenai
County (1808 North 3rd Street, in Coeur d’Alene).
Another class titled Turning Idaho Trees into Wreaths will be held at the same site from 1:00 pm to 3:00
pm the same day. Participants will learn to make a fresh wreath using native evergreen boughs. Supplies
provided include a 12-inch wreath frame, wire, and a selection of native evergreen boughs and pine
cones.
Both programs can accommodate a limited number of people. Those wishing to participate should preregister at the University of Idaho Extension Office in Kootenai County by Tuesday, December 3, 2019. A
$10.00 registration fee for each program covers handouts, materials, and refreshments. For registration
questions, contact the University of Idaho Extension Office in Kootenai County at 208-446-1680.
The program is co-sponsored by University of Idaho Extension and the Idaho Department of Lands.
Additional sessions of the tree identification program will be held again March 3, 2020 in Sandpoint, and
June 1, 2020 in Coeur d’Alene.
College of Agricultural & Life Sciences / College of Natural Resources
University of Idaho, U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, and Idaho counties cooperating.
The University of Idaho is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer and Educational Institution.
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Forest Health Updates, Idaho Department of Lands
Tom Eckberg. Forest Health Program Manager Idaho Dept of Lands
IDL and the Panhandle NFs have been seeing top kill and scattered mortality of planted western larch the last few
years. We like to think of western larch as a fairly pest free tree and a good choice in the right locations. The most
common pests of larch are dwarf mistletoe, needle cast, and needle blight, and occasionally larch casebearer. The
recent topkill is attributed to a small caterpillar, Cydia laricana complex. We are unsure of the species, but DNA
analysis performed by the US Forest Service on larvae indicates that it is one of two species. There are no examples
in the University of Idaho insect museum, though it was described over 100 years ago near Missoula Montana. IDL
and the Forest Service-Forest Health Protection will be attempting to capture adults and get a better handle on the life
cycle in 2020. Larvae have been found in the summer in sunken cankers at the interface between dead and
live tissue. Western larch approximately 15-25 years old have been affected from the Clearwater Valley to Bonners
Ferry (See attached map). The suspected insect is reported in the literature, but there have been few reports until the
last few years. Boring insects typically attack trees that are under stress, but we are unsure whether the recent
drought is a factor. On pole sized western larch look for sunken areas and frass (chewed bark) in damaged areas just
below the dead top (see pictures). Until we know more about the life history, we do not have any specific
management recommendations, other than to keep the trees as healthy as possible. We still recommend
planting larch where it appropriate. Stay tuned.

(L) Damaged larch with excavated larvae (Gina Davis picture). (R) Typical pole-sized larch with top symptoms.
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Forest Health Updates, Idaho Department of Lands
(continued from page 6)
Western hemlock looper (WHL) is a native defoliating insect of many conifers in Idaho. The larva is an “inchworm” that
has been damaging grand fir, subalpine fir, western hemlock, and western redcedar from south of the Clearwater Valley
to the St. Joe Valley. This insect has outbreaks approximately every ten years; the last one occurring from 2010-2012.
The current outbreak started with defoliation on the Nez Perce National Forest in 2018, east of Kooskia, though there
were reports of adult moths north to the St. Joe. Defoliation was widespread in 2019, and subalpine fir and grand fir
suffered the most damage. The Forest Service-Forest Health Protection and IDL have established some monitoring
plots to assess any mortality over the next several years. Typically, trees that have damage on less than ½ of the
crown will not sustain long-term damage. In the 2010-2012 outbreak there was heavy defoliation of and considerable
mortality of subalpine fir, but not other species. We are seeing similar heavy defoliation of subalpine fir during the
current outbreak. Past outbreaks have lasted two to three years, and 2019 was the second year of defoliation.

Western hemlock defoliation on the Clearwater National Forest (Erika Eidson photo).
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Idaho Tree Farm Program
Welcome New Members!
The Idaho Tree Farm Committee extends a special welcome to the 8 newest Idaho Tree Farm
Program’s certified members. Thank you to the District Chairs and Inspecting Foresters for promoting
membership in the Idaho Tree Farm Program through the American Tree Farm System®.

Jan 16, 2020 – Idaho Tree Farm
Program quarterly meeting – CDA, ID
March 30&31, 2020 – Family Forest
Landowners and Managers
Conference – Moscow, ID
March 30, 2020 - Idaho Tree Farm
Program annual meeting – Moscow,
ID
April 16, 2020 – Idaho Tree Farm
Program quarterly meeting – CDA, ID

As a current member, and a steward of the land, we appreciate your current support of the program
and your management of the forestland for pride and pleasure. Thank you for your continued
commitment to protecting watersheds and wildlife habitat, conserving soil and, at the same time,
producing the wood America needs and uses.

Tree Farm Member
Acreage
County
Norman and Debra Crawford
16
Idaho
Stefen and Heather Kutzman
39
Clearwater
Kyle and Roxanne Averill
10
Bonner
Tim and Heidi Rickert
12
Bonner
Dennis and Jenni Hook
13
Bonner
Nick and Ashley Capobianco
19
Bonner
Larry Fitzgerald
234
Valley
Kaniksu Land Trust – Pine Street Woods
160
Bonner

Inspecting Forester
Frank Gariglio
Frank Gariglio
Karen Robinson
Karen Robinson
Karen Robinson
Karen Robinson
John Lillehaug
Doug Bradetich

Stay Informed…..
In case you are ever wondering
what is going on at the
committee level, our Minutes are
now being posted on the Idaho
Tree Farm Program website.
Just log onto our website for
Minutes of previous sessions,
contact information, upcoming
events, and other news of note
to help you in your Tree Farm
endeavors.

Along with a beautiful day in the woods, here is the special dessert
the Fall Tour attendees enjoyed as well.
Thanks to all that took part in the tour!

We’re on the Web!
Learn more at:
www.idahotreefarm.org

About Our Organization…
The purpose of the Idaho Tree Farm
Program is to promote better forest
management among family forest
owners. The vehicle for achieving this
aim is the American Tree Farm
System® (ATFS), sponsored nationally
by the American Forest Foundation
(AFF), state wide by the Idaho SFI
State Implementation Committee (SFI
SIC), and administered by the Idaho
Tree Farm Committee (State
Committee).

Have a fun and safe winter
We look forward to seeing you next March in Moscow
at the Family Forest Landowners & Managers
Conference!

