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Fitchett Family Tree Farm - Sandpoint, ID
“and

a good time was had by all!!”

A blue ribbon Fall day in Idaho, good friends, gracious hosts, and a beautiful Tree
Farm. What more could you wish for! If you were fortunate enough to take part in our
Fall Tour at the Fitchett Family Tree Farms this past September 13, you were able to
experience all of these things and more. Crisp, cool and cloudless skies welcomed us to
the site of the old Fitchett sawmill and homestead. We began the day with a little history of
the area and some socializing with old friends and new. This was one of our best attended
Fall Tours in quite a long time with almost 65 people taking part.
Tour sites visited during the day included areas of recent logging, a viewing of the after
effects of the summer windstorms and salvage efforts currently underway, a comparison of
some acres that had seen precommercial thinning with some that had not been treated, and
planted versus natural regeneration on two parcels. Activities on this Tree farm date back
before the Fitchetts to the very early days of logging in North Idaho and there are many
reminders of days gone by. The crowd was pleased to see some of the old time stumps
with spring board holes where the fallers had climbed up to tackle the trees with cross cut
hand saws. We all took a hike into the woods to see the last “Grandpa Tree”, a large old
cedar that was left from the early days. It had finally succumbed to the recent windstorms,
but was still a site to see with its root wad over 12 feet across! We ended up the field part of
the day on large wildlife food plot that Scott Fitchett had taken the lead in developing.

• District 3 Chair –
John Lillehaug
All About Forestry
(T) 208.630.4076

Various members of the Fitchett Family gather at their old mill site to
welcome folks to the tour and tell a little about the history of their
time here.
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Review of the Fall Tour

Idaho Tree Farm Program
(continued from page one)

After the tour we took a short drive down the road to the Western Pleasure Guest Ranch for a fine meal and a chance
to rest from a long morning in the woods. Various members of the Idaho Tree Farm Committee briefed the attendees
on current happenings in our Tree Farm world, both locally and nationally. Tree Farm Chair Doug Bradetich showed
some slides of the area from the early 1900’s and Bill Love, one of the foresters that nominated the Fitchetts for this
award, gave a presentation on their family story.
Everyone seemed very pleased with the day and there were many fine comments, but local Tree Farmer and long
time resident Jim Wood may have summed it up best. At the lunch he was heard to say “It’s great to get together like
this and talk about how it all came to be – For me it’s all about the memories!” Fitting words indeed. Memories of
days gone by, brand new memories from our time together, and recognition of a family’s 60 years of dedicated
stewardship!

Rusty Fitchett
explaining some
of the natural
versus planted
regeneration
results.

The view from the top of the world!

Page 3 of 8

Idaho Tree Farm Program

2015 /2016 Idaho Tree Farm Committee Elected
Tr
At our October committee meeting elections were held for the upcoming 2 year cycle of officers
and committee members. Elected for the upcoming term were:
Officers
Steve Funk - Committee Chairman
Steve Cuvala – Committee Treasurer
Andy Eckberg – District 1 Chairman
Robert Barkley – District 2 Chairman
John Lillehaug – District 3 Chairman
Committee Members
Janet Funk – Tree Farmer
Kirk David – Tree Farmer
Madeline David – Tree Farmer
Don Heikkila – Tree Farmer
Ray Getchius – Tree Farmer
Kurt Koetter – Tree Farmer
David Brummer – Forest Industry
Russ Hegedus – Forest Industry
Steve Bloedel – Consulting Forestry
Gina Davis – IDL Stewardship Forestry
Chris Schnepf – U of I Extension Forestry
Robert Keefe – U of I College of Natural Resources
Frank Gariglio – NRCS State Forester
Also – Welcome to our new program administrator, Amanda Cutting!
All activities of the Idaho program run through this committee, so thanks to all of these folks for
stepping up to serve. Chairman–elect Steve is looking forward to a busy and productive term of
continued growth and improvements for our members. He asks you to stay informed and stay
involved. We are always on the lookout for folks wanting to help out. If you wish to take part in
committee activities as well, please feel free to contact any of the members above or our state
office at admin@idahotreefarm.org (667- 4641) and throw your hat in the ring for the next cycle.

Calling All Emails!!!
As we have stated in prior issues, we are trying to get as many emails addresses from you as
possible and move away from snail mail. If we do not yet have your email address on file, or if it
has changed please let us know. This is for a couple reasons, cost and efficiency. It takes up
quite a bit of time, materials and postage expense to mail these compared to a click of the mouse
button. The bottom line is less clutter for you and less expense for our program if we can go
electronically. Also, we now have a Constant Contact system in place to let you know easily of
any time sensitive issues or other notices – if we have your contact info.

Page 4 of 8

Idaho Tree Farm Program

Changes in Store for 2015 –

Program Assessment
Certification Standards
Inspector Training

Program Assessment:
As most of you are already aware our Idaho Tree Farm Program will be assessed by the PricewaterhouseCoopers
review team, currently planned for mid May 2015. This is part of the annual review that is required for continued
certification of ATFS through the Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC). Your inspectors
may have already been in contact with you to see that your management plan is available, properly reflects the goals
for your Tree Farm, and that it meets the current certification standards. If you as a Tree Farmer have any questions
on this, feel free to contact your Inspector, District Chair or our State office.
For the Inspectors reading this, please take a moment to go through your current list of Tree Farms and see if any
of them have issues to address before our program audit. We have the next several weeks to correct any problems
with information in our database, but as of December 15 a final report will be pulled for the audit team to review. If
you know of any of your Tree Farmers that have passed away, sold their property, changed their acreage or their
contact information, please correct this ASAP so we can have a clean report to give the assessment team.
Certification Standards:
Each five year period the current certification standards we work under for Tree Farm management plans are
reviewed and, if deemed necessary, amended. The current 2010 standards have been undergoing review by
various groups and individuals for several months. Final changes for the 2015-2020 period are soon to be released.
Not a great deal of change is anticipated, but there will likely be some items to address in your plans to stay in
compliance. Themes the review team has put forward to be better addressed in plans for the next period include
flexibility, simplicity, clarity, forest health and continuity with operations. The various comment sessions have all
indicated a desire not to make unnecessary changes to the standards and to keep them relevant to the size, scope
and intensity of Family Forests.
Inspector Training:
The new certification standards will also require changes to Inspector training curriculum. All active Inspectors will
need to have their training updated to these new standards in order to undertake any new certifications or
reinspections after 1-1-15. On-line refresher courses are currently being planned for early 2015 so you can easily
get recertified without a formal classroom session. As always though, new inspectors will need to be classroom
trained the first time through. Also, Facilitators will need to complete a refresher course to the new standards in
order to continue certifying Inspectors. As these classes become announced and available we will keep you
informed.
Certification is the backbone of our ATFS program, so properly planning for and completing all the above listed items
is extremely important. Something for all of us to keep in mind though – the State Voice, State Choice program we
have spoken to previously requires us to declare no later than 12-31-15 if we wish to remain a PEFC certified
program or not. Our Committee anticipates opting to continue with certification, but we would very much like to hear
from as many members as possible. Whatever your stance on this issue, please contact our office and let us know.
Email to admin@idahotreefarm.org or call 208-667-4641.
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Tips for Successful Tree Planting
Chris Schnepf, U of I Extension Forester
S

Reforestation always seems to be an item of interest for Tree Farmers. Here are some things our Extension
Forester, Chris Schnepf, offers to help you be successful.
NOW is the Time to Plan

Every year, consulting foresters, agencies, and nurseries are contacted by landowners wishing to plant trees.
However, all too often these calls are made a month or two prior to the desired planting date, when limited
seedlings are available!
If you want to plant forest tree seedlings, start planning the year before. The sooner you order seedlings, the
more likely you are to get the quantity and quality of trees you need, especially for species in high demand, such
as ponderosa pine, white pine, or larch. It is also important to plan ahead for different cost-share programs, site
preparation, and other reforestation activities.
Analyzing the Site
As with other forest practices, studying the site is the first step for planning. Your forest management plan
should be a useful resource to help you answer the following pre-planting questions:
How many natural seedlings are present? If it has been a few years since harvest, and there were adequate
seed sources from desired species, maybe you don't need to plant. Or maybe you only need to interplant. This
information will help you determine how many seedlings to order.
What tree species were formerly growing on the site or are growing nearby? This is the logical place to
start in deciding what species to plant, but it shouldn't totally determine your choice. Choose species which will
do the best on the site over the long term - those which will be the least stressed by climate or other extremes.
Just because a species is present on the site doesn't mean it is the best reforestation species. Sometimes a
shade tolerant tree, such as grand fir, comes in under less shade tolerant trees, such as ponderosa pine. The
former will not necessarily perform well in the open, especially in the face of drought extremes, etc.
Is the Site Especially Dry? Information on effective moisture the site receives helps you determine types of
seedlings to plant, and other measures to insure planting success. For example, on a south facing, thin-soiled
site you might consider using shade cards or mulches to help the seedlings retain moisture.
How Heavy Will Understory Vegetation (brush, grass, etc.) on the Site be? Heavy brush or grass competes
with planted trees for moisture. You may need to plan some type of mechanical or chemical control to ensure
seedling survival. If the site was just cleared, you may want to check nearby sites to see how heavy vegetation
became after harvest.
Has there Been Insect or Disease Problems on the Site? If so, consider planting a species or variety which
isn't as susceptible such as blister-rust resistant white pine. Perhaps you want to plant a mixture of species to
insure against unforeseen insect and disease problems.

Page 6 of 8
Idaho Tree Farm Program
Tips for Successful Tree Planting (Continued from Page 5)
Ordering Seedlings
Steve Funk, ITFC Vice Chair

How many seedlings?
Whether you are planting after a clear-cut or inter-planting, you need to estimate the number of seedlings to order.
Reforestation plantings in Idaho are commonly planted on a10 x 10 spacing, for roughly 400 trees/acre. Stocking levels
may go lower to the extent natural seedlings are anticipated. To get a total number of trees to order, estimate the
number of the acres you will be planting and multiply that by the number of trees/acre you desire.
Seedling characteristics
All seedlings are not created equal. Seedling characteristics vary according to age, whether they were raised in
containers, whether they were transplanted, and other factors. Choices are made on the basis of which type of seedling
promises to establish best given a specific planting site and conditions. The relative merits of different seedling
characteristics may be debated. Containerized seedlings are easy to plant, but may be smaller, and more subject to
frost-heaving. 2-0 bare-root seedlings are sometimes preferred on brushy sites, to get above competing vegetation as
soon as possible. Transplanted seedlings (ex: 2-1) may be desirable on a drier sites for their larger root systems. You
could get "plug-1" seedlings (raised in containers the first year, and transplant beds the second) which offer some
advantages of both. On most sites, a 1-0 containerized seedling will be fine, especially if they are well planted and cared
for.
Seedling quality is also of concern. Seedlings with larger caliper are normally preferred over those with thinner stems.
But there are other less observable factors affecting seedling quality, such as how the seedlings were handled at the
nursery. As with other products and services you buy, it pays to ask around about nurseries' reputations for seedling
quality. Don't choose seedlings based on price only. Better to spend a little more on seedlings you are more confident
will successfully establish. There may or may not be choices. One type of stock may be all that is available, depending
on what you order, where, and when. If you have a large order, or can put one together with other landowners with
similar seedling needs, you may be able hire a nursery to custom grow seedlings to your specifications. Perhaps now is
the time to start planning for two years from now!
Seedling Sources
Seedlings can be ordered from many sources. Many private nurseries offer seedlings for reforestation. Seedlings are
also available through conservation districts, and from the University of Idaho. The important thing is to order as early as
possible, to ensure that you get the trees you need. Be sure to ask where the nursery obtained its seed. The closer the
seed was collected to your site or a similar site, the better. If you live in Bonners Ferry you don't want to seedlings grown
from seed collected in Arizona!
Where to get help
Forest Practice Advisors from the Idaho Dept. of Lands (IDL) and consulting foresters are available to help plan your
planting. There is also help from the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) or your local Conservation
District. Many districts are tied into innovative programs to help landowners obtain and plant tree seedlings. When
budgeting for seedlings, herbicides, labor and other planting costs, don't forget to look into cost share programs available
through the NRCS.
For further information on tree planting, stop into your local University of Idaho Extension office. There are a wide variety
of Extension publications on tree planting and related topics to help you better understand the whole process, whether
planting on your own or with help.
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2015 Family Forest Landowners & Managers Conference and Exposition
March 30-31, 2015 Moscow, Idaho
This event is becoming the premier conference for Family Forest Owners in the Inland Area. Over 200 attendees including
landowners, public agency managers, and both private and industry foresters regularly make this a part of their Spring
schedule. There is truly something for everyone at this get together, so make your plans now to attend and take part. The
theme this year is all about “Answering the Questions You’re Asking About Forestry”. There will be classes and
breakout sessions on topics ranging from attracting wildlife to using prescribed fire on your land, reforestation how-to’s,
estate planning, insurance, securing grants and working with collaborative groups. As always, several great speakers will
be lined up for keynote and other addresses, as well as time for some social networking with your peers.
Remember, both the Idaho Tree Farm Committee and the Idaho Forest Owners Association hold their annual meetings
during this conference. Part of the Tree Farm program & social will be the announcement of our recipients of Outstanding
Tree Farmer, Inspector, and Logger of the year for 2015, so be sure to make time to attend.
For further information, registration, agenda, lodging and any other questions contact Madeline David at:
(208)-683-3168 or email her at communications@idahoforestowners.org.
We Hope to See You There!

White House Recognizes the Importance of Family Forests
ATFS News Release (10-15-14)
“You know that certified Tree Farmers work hard every day to do what’s right on the land. You ensure that your
land provides the clean air, water, wildlife habitat, and forest products that we all need. Last week, the President and his
Administration recognized this and committed to helping landowners do even more to keep forests healthy, intact,
and producing products that are also good for the environment and the climate. The President’s release recognized the
role private forests and forest products play when it comes to storing and sequestering carbon. AFF has been working
hard with the Administration to ensure this agenda supports working forests and promotes strong markets for wood
products.”
Included in the announcement was a pledge from the White House to:
Support Strong Markets for Forest Products
Promote the Use of Wood Products, Especially in Building Construction
Recognize that Tax Policy can be Important to Encouraging Stewardship
Invest in Science and Inventory
Align Federal Conservation Programs to Support Landowners in Forest Carbon Storage
Invest in Forest Conservation Programs
This formal recognition of our stewardship is great news for Family Forest Owners. In summation of this announcement,
ATFS also said:
“P.S. If you haven't heard, as part of this announcement, the Obama administration highlighted AFF's commitment to
continue to engage landowners- including Tree Farmers - in active forest management that's also good for the environment
and climate. We're really excited to see the Administration recognize the work that Tree Farmers do every day!
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Events to Highlight
Jan 15, 2015 – Idaho Tree Farm
Committee Meeting, Hayden, ID
Library
Feb 3-5, 2015 – Tree Farm National
Leadership Conference, St Lois, MO
March 30-31, 2015 - Family Forest
Landowners & Managers
Conference & Exposition, Moscow,
ID
March 30, 2015 – Idaho Tree Farm
Committee Annual Meeting,
Moscow, ID

Stay Informed…..
In case you are ever wondering
what is going on at the
committee level, our Minutes
are now being posted on the
Idaho Tree Farm Program
website.
Just log onto our
website for Minutes of previous
sessions, contact information,
upcoming events, and other
news of note to help you in your
Tree Farm endeavors.

Idaho Tree Farm Program
Welcome New Members!
The Idaho Tree Farm Committee extends a special welcome to the 23 newest Idaho Tree Farm
Program’s certified members of 2014. Thank you to the District Chairs and Inspecting Foresters for
promoting membership in the Idaho Tree Farm Program through the American Tree Farm System®.
As a current member, and a steward of the land, we appreciate your current support of the program
and your management of the forestland for pride and pleasure. Thank you for your continued
commitment to protecting watersheds and wildlife habitat, conserving soil and, at the same time,
producing the wood America needs and uses.
Tree Farm Member
Phil Hasenoehrl
Lowell Davis
William Warren
Clarence Chapman
Elene Schumacher
Chad Denny
Donald Dozier
David Watkins
Elene Schumacher
Gordon Sanders
Bruce & Kimberli Loveman
Tom Goodall
Quail Hollow Highland Tree Farm
Quail Hollow Perimiter Road Tree Farm
Charles Butts
William Leavenworth
Mary Kamberos
Catherine Viachos
Lassen / King Farm
Glenn Hansen
Leonard Wood
Lake I LLC
Patricia Jonas

Acreage
445
49
140
56
29
80
24
147
36
344
10
39
11
10
47
22
47
45
34
30
205
160
161

County
Nez Perce
Clearwater
Nez Perce
Idaho
Kootenai
Benewah
Bonner
Bonner
Kootenai
Kootenai
Benewah
Benewah
Kootenai
Kootenai
Kootenai
Kootenai
Kootenai
Kootenai
Bonner
Kootenai
Bonner
Boundary
Kootenai

We’re on the Web!
Learn more at:
www.idahotreefarm.org

About Our Organization…
The purpose of the Idaho Tree Farm
Program is to promote better forest
management among nonindustrial
forest owners.
The vehicle for
achieving this aim is the American Tree
Farm System® (ATFS), sponsored
nationally by the American Forest
Foundation (AFF), regionally by the
Idaho
SFI
Implementation
Committee, and statewide by the
Idaho Tree Farm Committee (State
Committee).

This is the root wad of the “Old Grandpa Tree” we mentioned in the
Fall Tour article at Fitchetts. Note the young fir in the foreground.
And the cycle continues…

Inspecting
Forester
Clark Christiansen
Chris Gerhart
Robert Barkley
Clark Christiansen
Tim Kyllo
Tim Kyllo
Russ Hegedus
Philip Tuma
Tim Kyllo
Kirk David
Frank Luther
Steve Cuvala
Tim Kyllo
Tim Kyllo
Tim Kyllo
Tim Kyllo
Tim Kyllo
Tim Kyllo
Tim Kyllo
Steve Bloedel
Tim Kyllo
Tim Kyllo
Tim Kyllo

