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The Idaho Tree Farm Committee has scheduled the annual Fall Tour for Saturday, September 7th, 
2013.  This year’s tour will feature Jim and Jane Thornes’ Tree Farm near St. Maries and will 
showcase timber management, reforestation, and wildlife enhancement on their forestland. 
 
Jim and Jane were honored as the 2013 “Idaho Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year” in March at 
the Idaho Tree Farm Program’s annual meeting held in Moscow.   
 
The tour will begin at Jim and Jane’s home at 9 AM with an overview of history and management on 
their Tree Farm.  At 9:30 we will start out on a tour of some of the areas adjacent to their residence.  
We plan to be back at the Thornes’ at noon for a catered lunch and an educational presentation of 
current Tree Farm activities, on both the national and local level.  We plan to finish by 1:30 PM. 
 
The tour is free.  Directions to the Thornes are: coming from St. Maries, go approx 8 miles south on 
Hwy 3, take a left on Pettis Peak Rd., go .8 mile and turn right at their Tree Farm sign (791 Pettis 
Peak Rd.).  If coming from the south on Hwy 3, look for the Pettis Peak Rd. approx 5 miles from 
Santa Y between mileposts 75 & 76.  Wear appropriate outerwear for field conditions and bring a 
folding chair to sit on at lunch.  Coffee, donuts, and beverages in the morning and a sack lunch will 
be provided by the Idaho Tree Farm Committee.   

 
For logistical purposes we are requesting an RSVP so we can get an accurate head count for lunch. 
Respond to admin@idahotreefarm.org or call Jennifer Childers at (208) 667-4641 by August 26th.  
Hope to see you at the Tour! 
 
- Doug Bradetich, Chairman, ITFC 
 
 
 
                               

SAVE THE DATE! Idaho Tree Farm Program’s Annual Fall 

Field Tour- September 7th, St. Maries, ID 

9:00 a.m.   Arrive at the Thornes’ home for donuts and coffee.   
Donuts and coffee will be provided at Jim and Jane’s shop.  Rides will be best in high-
clearance vehicles for the tour through their Tree Farm.  Please invite someone arriving in a 
low car to ride in your higher clearance vehicle. 

9:30 a.m.   Leave Thornes’ to start the Tour:  
Stops along the way include:  Active logging, precommercial thinning/fire rehab, 
regeneration in both a recent seed tree cut and plantation, and a wildlife pond/riparian area. 

12:00 p.m.  Lunch at Jim & Jane’s - (Wrap-up and any questions from the tour) 

12:30 p.m.   Presentation of Current Tree Farm Program (Recap of Idaho Tree Farm 
and National level activities) 

1:00 p.m. Refreshments and Social Time 

1:30 p.m.   Tour Completed.  Thank you for attending! 

 

mailto:admin@idahotreefarm.org
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ID/WA Forest Owners Field Day 2013 – “On Pines and Needles” 
 The ID/WA Forest Owners Field Day was held July 13th on the University of Idaho Experimental Forest, Hatter Creek Unit near 
Princeton, ID, and was a success by any measure.  The weather was perfect – clear and warm with a bit of a breeze.  One 
hundred forty participants visited nineteen different stations.  Some started with the basics of thinning, pruning, and leave tree 
selection, plant and tree identification, forest soils, tree planting, working with consulting foresters, forest health, and noxious 
weed management.  Others “branched out” to watch a draft team demonstrate horse logging, learn the art and science of 
Shitake mushroom culture, drool over the “big kids toys” at the small scale technology station, or uncover the mysteries of log 
scaling.  New to even seasoned attendees were presentations on prescribed fire and fuels management, and forest history.  A 
big hit was the wildlife biologist’s pileated woodpecker and nesting cavity demonstration.  Idaho’s 2013 Outstanding Tree Farmer 
of the Year, Jane Thornes, spent the day introducing the youngest attendees to the wonders of the forest and science through 
Project Learning Tree activities. 
 
The UI Experimental Forest hosted van tours to several sites on the forest.  Featured were experiments about considerations for 
planning your harvests when selling on weight scale, best use of leftover slash from pruning or thinnings to produce bio-fuels, 
and practices for maximizing seedling survival through various site prep and competition control techniques.  With 90 minutes to 
show off 8,000 acres of forest, UI was able only to introduce a fraction of its innovative work, but field day participants got a taste 
of the future of forest research. 
 
Idaho Tree Farm Program was well represented by Chair Doug Bradetich’s explanation of the significance and “how to” of forest 
certification.  His presentation set the stage for a companion talk by District 1 Chair Robert Barkley about developing a 
management plan and the forest historian’s explanation of special sites in the forest. 
 
The ID/WA Forest Owners Field Day is organized annually through the co-operation and hard work of many partners and 
sponsors (including ITFP) and is presented for the benefit of all forest landowners.  If you missed this year’s event, you missed 
something special.  Watch this newsletter for information about next year’s event, and come join the fun! 

 

Idaho Tree Farm Program’s “Coffee Socials” 
 In our last issue we told you of our desire to begin holding informal coffee socials throughout the year as a way of getting Tree 
Farmers together and socializing a bit from time to time.  Our first effort at this was on May 30th in Ponderay, Idaho just north of 
Sandpoint.  Approximately 20 folks ventured out for an evening of information and visiting about the events of the day and what 
our program has been up to so far this year.  The group was split nicely between area Tree Farmers, State Committee 
members, Inspectors and some possible new members interested to hear about ATFS. 
 
Chairman Doug Bradetich gave a short presentation on year- t-o date activities for the Idaho program and a look at some of the 
things we are working on into the future.  Steve and Janet Funk, 2010 National Outstanding Tree Farmers, gave a recap of their 
recent trip to Washington D.C. for the annual Fly-In sponsored by the national office of ATFS.  Also included was a summary of 
current insect and disease conditions for our Inland Forests and an update of various legislative issues now before us. 
 
All in all an enjoyable time for everyone and something we wish to continue.  Current plans are for another such event, possibly 
with a woods tour included, in the south central area near McCall.  Stay tuned for dates & times on this as we move forward.  
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2013 Idaho Tree Farm Program Grant Updates 
 One of the ways we are able to complete some of the Tree Farm activities here in Idaho is through grants offered by our national 
office.  The American Forest Foundation (AFF) and American Tree Farm System (ATFS) annually donate many thousands of 
dollars toward state program activities across the nation.  This year we were successful in securing grants for several projects.  
Updates on those include: 
 
Travel to the National Leadership Conference:  Each February the national office holds a leadership conference for members 
of the state programs.  The goal is for them to learn about such things as updates in certification requirements, legislative 
happenings at the national level, and how best to utilize the ATFS database and other tools that are available to our members.  
This year the NLC was held in Philadelphia.  With help from the grant funding we were able to send Chairman Doug Bradetich, 
Vice Chair Steve Funk, Tree Farmer Janet Funk, and District 1 Chair Andy Eckberg to this meeting.  
  
Holding Coffee Socials:  As recapped in another article we have wanted to begin holding some social gatherings for our 
members and have planned a couple of these for 2013.  We held the first in May in the north end of Idaho and are planning 
another later this year for the southern area folks. 
 
New Member Recruitment:  Though our program has been growing steadily the past several years, we continue to see 
opportunity for bringing more interested people to the group.  One way we are trying is a direct mailing to folks that meet our 
basic timberland needs, but are not currently certified through ATFS.  Using grant funds, we send mailings to prospective 
members in Boundary and Shoshone Counties as a pilot project.  Several of these have responded asking for more information 
and expressing an interest in joining. 
 
New Inspector Training:  As we continue to grow we will surely need to add to our inspector base.  We held a training class for 
over a dozen new inspectors this past January and plan to do so again later this year if enough interested is generated. 
 
Leadership Manual:  One of the items that our national office has encouraged is for each state to craft their own Leadership 
Manual.  By detailing the workings of the state’s program, defining offices and job duties, and listing annual activities we will both 
help keep our committee business on track as well as be able to offer a learning resource to new members as they come on line.   
As is evident from the tasks listed here the state committee members are engaged and active on the Idaho program.  These 
grants most definitely help in making us effective and successful.  If you have any ideas for projects of any type that would benefit 
our Idaho members, please let us know. 

  
Thin the Threat Billboards and PSAs Send the Message 
 It’s another fire season in Idaho that poses threats to lives, property, air, soil, watersheds and wildlife.  Wildfires have been burning at 
high intensity in Idaho for several decades now in good part because national forests in the state are overstocked with dead and dying 
trees, and timber harvest levels on these forests are near all-time lows.  Idaho has the highest proportion of lands in the National 
Forest System than any other state.  According to U.S. Forest Service Chief Tom Tidwell, of the 20.4 million acres of land managed by 
the Forest Service in Idaho, 15 million acres or 75 percent are overgrown and susceptible to wildfire. Chief Tidwell sees the need for 
his agency to accelerate the pace of thinning projects to improve forest health and restore national forests through thinning or set 
prescribed burns.   A large percentage of Idaho’s forests are at dangerously high risk of severe fire because they are overcrowded with 
stressed, dying and dead trees, according to forestry experts. These “at-risk” forests burn more intensely and are more likely to destroy 
existing wildlife habitat, threaten homes and watersheds, damage soils, and emit large amounts of carbon dioxide and other pollutants, 
according to forest industry experts. Recent hot and dry weather trends -- attributed by scientists to climate change -- are exacerbating 
the problem.  To help the public understand the issue and what’s at stake, the Idaho Forest Products Commission is sponsoring “Thin 
the Threat” billboards throughout the state during the month of August.  In addition, IFPC produced “Thin the Threat” bumper stickers 
and public service announcements for television and radio featuring Idaho Governor C.L. “Butch” Otter.   “We hope to help the public 
understanding the need for management on federal lands, and become aware of projects that have been brought forward by local 
collaborative groups,” said IFPC Director, Betty Munis.  You can see the billboards and PSA’s at IFPC’s web site, 
www.idahoforests.org.  Bumper stickers are available at no charge from the Idaho Forest Products Commission. Contact the IFPC via 
email ifpc@idahoforests.org or phone 208-334-3292, to order one.  
 

http://www.idahoforests.org/
mailto:ifpc@idahoforests.org
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Millions of acres of family-owned rangeland agricultural land, and forest land, in the U.S. will change hands in the next few years. 
Some rural lands may be converted to different uses because owners didn’t take charge of the succession process in time. There 
are many reasons for this. Landowners may want to pass their land on to their children, but have not done the work to ensure it. 
Many landowners haven’t talked to their children about who will care for their land after they’re gone, or they wait for their children to 
take the initiative. Some owners’ children may lack the skills to manage the family land or may not be interested in doing so. Other 
landowners assume that succession planning will be too expensive relative to the benefits or just don’t know what to do next. 

In September, University of Idaho Extension is offering a 7-hour workshop titled “Ties to the Land”, an award-winning project that 
uses presentations, video clips, and interactive exercises to help families who own farm, forest, or range land learn more about 
planning for an orderly transition. The workshop will be held in two different locations: Saturday, September 14, 2013 at the 
University of Idaho Extension Office in Fremont County (19 West 1st North in St. Anthony); and again in a format that is split into 
two evening sessions, 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm on Wednesday evenings, September 18 and 25, 2013 at University of Idaho Extension 
Office in Kootenai County, (1808 N. 3rd Street in Coeur d’Alene). 

Each session can accommodate a limited number of people. Those wishing to participate should pre-register at the University of 
Idaho Extension Office in county in which the program will be held by five working days prior to the workshop. A $35 registration fee 
covers refreshments, a 76 page color workbook, and companion DVD for the first family member. Additional family members are 
$10 each and additional workbooks can be purchased for $25. A box lunch can be pre-ordered for $10 for the session in St 
Anthony. For registration questions, contact the University of Idaho Extension Office in the county in which the program will be held. 
Registration forms can also be downloaded at http://www.uidaho.edu/extension/forestry. For program questions, contact Kirk David 
at (208) 683-3168. This program is supported by funds from the Idaho Department of Lands, in cooperation with the USDA Forest 
Service. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Ties to the Land” Workshops to be held in Northern and Eastern Idaho 

Locations in September 

 

Near Hayden, Idaho, hybrid poplar trees are growing to demonstrate the potential of purpose-grown woody crops for biofuel production 
in the Northwest. 
 
Join policymakers, Extension professionals, and researchers in learning about the latest biofuel developments in the Northwest 
focusing on:  

 Cellulosic biofuels and the Renewable Fuel Standard 
 Hybrid poplar as a renewable energy crop in the Eastern Washington and Northern Idaho 
 Biomass production tour highlighting operational and research poplar plots 

When: Tuesday, September 24, 2013 | 10:30am – 1:00pm 
Where: Hayden, ID 
RSVP: Lunch provided! Please respond no later than September 17, 2013 to reserve your space and your meal. 
Contact Nora Haider at WSU Extension nora.haider@wsu.edu. 

This event is sponsored by Advanced Hardwood Biofuels Northwest, a consortium of university and industry partners preparing the 
framework for the development of a Pacific Northwest biofuel industry that provides 100% renewable and infrastructure-compatible 
transportation fuels derived from sustainably grown hardwoods. 

Poplar for Biofuels Tour Planned for September 
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Each year forty-two participants, to include elementary through college level teachers and counselors, are offered the 
opportunity through the Idaho Forest Products Commission to spend a week learning about all facets of our industry through 
an event called the “Sustainable Forestry Tour for Educators”.  The tour was held June 24th – June 28th based out of Post 
Falls, ID and participants were immersed in every aspect including plantations, active logging sites, and various manufacturing 
facilities.  Examples of small private, larger industrial and governmental agency ownerships are all toured and their differing 
management goals discussed and compared.  Various classroom activities are taught that these educators can take back to 
their students, furthering the lessons about the good work done throughout the forests of our Intermountain Region.  “This is a 
tremendous experience for educators,” according to Michelle Youngquist, IFPC Education Coordinator.  “It’s an open slate to 
learn by seeing and doing.”  One of the stops on the tour was Steve & Janet Funk’s Tree Farm on Wolf Lodge Creek near 
Coeur d’Alene.  Management history of the site was reviewed and the attendees were able to watch a prescribed burn put on 
by an IDL fire crew.  The evening was capped off with a panel of area Tree Farmers discussing what ATFS has meant to them 
in the care of their lands.  The tour is made possible by over 60 sponsors and the Idaho Forest Products Commission.  Learn 
more at www.idahoforests.org or contact Michelle at plt@idahoforests.org or (208) 334-4061. 
 
Here are a few comments from participants: 
I loved being exposed to a whole new world of industry, opportunity and a system that “just works”. 
The diversity of the site visits and presentation were truly amazing. 
My confidence in the industry has been revitalized. 
Seeing the whole process really helped me understand Idaho forestry as a whole. 
I really enjoyed seeing the logging process in the field and how those logs eventually became lumber at the mil..  I found it 
fascinating. 
The technology and efficiency in all the aspects of forestry was an eye opener for me  
Many of the preconceived notions that I used to have are not changed. 
I no longer view clear cutting as destroying the forest lands, or think trees are removed carelessly. 
I was unaware of the different types of Idaho forest ownerships. 
I loved seeing the progressive foresters explaining the importance of land and resource sustainability. 
I’ll be better able to discuss forest issues with my students. 

 

Sustainable Forestry Tour For Educators A Big Success 

 

 

 
 

 

Idaho Preferred recently sponsored advertisements promoting Idaho wood products.  The program, part of the Idaho 
Department of Agriculture, works with member businesses to get their products in the hands of Idaho consumers through a 
variety of marketing and branding opportunities.  Promotional print and radio advertisements ran in Lewiston, Moscow, 
Coeur d’Alene and Sandpoint with the help of matching dollars from the Idaho Forest Products Commission.   Wood 
products were recently added as part of the Idaho Preferred program allowing products made in Idaho with at least 80% of 
their wood fiber content from trees grown in Idaho.  You can see and listen to the ads at http://www.idahoforests.org/  and 
learn more about Idaho Preferred at http://idahopreferred.com/.  Contact Betty Munis for more information at 334-3292 or by 
e-mail at ifpc@idahoforests.org. 

 

Idaho Preferred Features Forest  Products Ads 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.idahoforests.org/
mailto:plt@idahoforests.org
http://www.idahoforests.org/
http://idahopreferred.com/
mailto:ifpc@idahoforests.org
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The Idaho Department of Lands and the US Forest Service are now conducting the annual aerial detection survey of the forested 
lands of Idaho. The survey is conducted during July and August by experienced observers flying in aircraft approximately 1000 feet 
above the forest canopy. Trees defoliated by insects, foliar diseases, and trees killed by bark beetles the previous year are well 
represented in these surveys. Some forest tree diseases such as root diseases, white pine blister rust, and dwarf mistletoes are very 
common in Idaho, but are not easily observed during aerial surveys. Because the survey is ongoing, there are no current conditions to 
report, but some general observations from last year’s survey and observations from 2013 are available. 
 

In general, damage from defoliating insects such as the Douglas-fir tussock moth and western spruce budworm were much lower 
during 2012 than the previous several years. The Douglas-fir tussock moth outbreak collapsed as expected, and spruce budworm 
acres were way down compared to 2011, especially in northern Idaho (north of the Salmon River). Very little defoliation was observed 
in the Coeur d’Alene National Forest last year, compared to widespread defoliation in 2011. There were still areas of budworm 
damage in southern Idaho, in the Boise, Payette, and Salmon-Challis National Forests in 2012. We are receiving reports that western 
spruce budworm is decreasing in parts of southern Idaho, possibly due to cold weather in May 2013. We expect defoliation in 2013 to 
be similar or less than 2012.  
 

Dead trees from the mountain pine beetle decreased dramatically in 2012 compared to 2011 in much of Idaho, probably due to host 
depletion. There are reports of increased Douglas-fir beetle activity in the Clearwater River Valley this year, probably in response to 
the wind storm that occurred in November 2010. The aerial detection survey this year will confirm the infested acres. 
While conducting routine sampling for Douglas-fir tussock moth larvae in Benewah and Latah Counties in June 2013, large numbers 
of sawfly larvae were observed feeding on older grand fir foliage. Sawflies are needle feeding wasps whose larvae resemble 
caterpillars. These are native insects, and are commonly observed during early summer. The present weather conditions seem to be 
favorable for sawflies, but serious damage is not expected. This appears to be a localized situation because sawfly larvae were rarely 
observed during casual surveys north of Benewah County. 
 
We are also getting many reports of aphids on grand fir in northern Idaho. Aphids rarely cause damage to the trees, but will produce 
large amounts of a secretion called honeydew which is deposited on lower branches, sidewalks, or cars parked underneath infested 
trees. The honeydew contains sugars which act as food for ants, and which can turn black from sooty mold fungi. These aphids rarely 
need to be controlled, and are mainly a nuisance. 
 

           
Figure 1. Typical damage on   Figure 2. Sawfly damage on GF close-up,       Figure 3. Sawflies feeding on GF foliage 
grand fir, Benewah Co, 6/20/2013  Benewah Co. 6/28/2013        Benewah Co., 6/8/2012. 

 
 

 

Insect Conditions in Idaho, Summer 2013 Tom Eckberg – 

Entomologist, Idaho Dept of Lands 
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  Welcome New Members! 

 
The Idaho Tree Farm Committee extends a special welcome to the 78 newest Idaho Tree Farm Program’s certified members of 2013.  
Thank you to the District Chairs and Inspecting Foresters for promoting membership in the Idaho Tree Farm Program through the 
American Tree Farm System®. 
 
As a current member, and a steward of the land, we appreciate your current support of the program and your management of the 
forestland for pride and pleasure.  Thank you for your continued commitment of protecting watersheds and wildlife habitat, conserving 

soil and, at the same time, producing the wood America needs and uses. 

Tree Farm Member Acreage County Inspecting 
Forester 

Daman Four Corners Tree Farm 320 acres Benewah Tim Kyllo 

Daman Home Place Tree Farm 1,152 acres Benewah Tim Kyllo 

Daman Mineral Creek Tree Farm 528 acres Benewah Tim Kyllo 

Daman Smith Creek Tree Farm 310 acres Benewah Tim Kyllo 

Charles E. Remmick 20 acres Benewah Tim Kyllo 

RCLC Crystal Tree Farm 37.26 acres Benewah Tim Kyllo 

RCLC Titus Tree Farm 40 acres Benewah Tim Kyllo 

PRLC Albeni Tree Farm 903.06 acres Bonner Tim Kyllo 

PRLC Albeni 20 Tree Farm 100 acres Bonner Tim Kyllo 

PRLC Bodie Tree Farm 80 acres Bonner Tim Kyllo 

PRLC Carr Creek Tree Farm 1,280 acres Bonner Tim Kyllo 

PRLC Cocolalla Tree Farm 316.05 acres Bonner Tim Kyllo 

PRLC Gold cup Tree Farm 83.90 acres Bonner Tim Kyllo 

PRLC Happy Fork Tree Farm 160 acres Bonner Tim Kyllo 

PRLC Homby Tree Farm 659.10 acres Bonner Tim Kyllo 

PRLC Hoodoo Tree Farm 40 acres Bonner Tim Kyllo 

PRLC Johnny Long Tree Farm 780 acres Bonner Tim Kyllo 

PRLC Johnson Creek Tree Farm 223.116 acres Bonner Tim Kyllo 

PRLC Mountain Meadows 18 Tree Farm 280 acres Bonner Tim Kyllo 

PRLC Mountain Meadows 20 Tree Farm 160 acres Bonner Tim Kyllo 

PRLC North Fork Tree Farm 40 acres Bonner Tim Kyllo 

PRLC Priest River 14 Tree Farm 160 acres Bonner Tim Kyllo 

PRLC Priest River 26 Tree Farm 37.40 acres Bonner Tim Kyllo 

PRLC Snow Creek Tree Farm 20 acres Bonner Tim Kyllo 

PRLC Wrenco Riley Tree Farm 1,107.93 acres Bonner Tim Kyllo 

RCLC Anselmo Tree Farm 675.50 acres Bonner Tim Kyllo 

RCLC Bear Creek Tree Farm  65 acres Bonner Tim Kyllo 

RCLC Four Corners Tree Farm 160 acres Bonner Tim Kyllo 

RCLC McAbee Tree Farm 65 acres Bonner Tim Kyllo 

Timothy and Deborah Gift 10.4 acres Bonner Doug Bradetich 

Robert & Carol Gilmore 16.5 acres Bonner Tim Kyllo 

Robert W. Hall 28 acres Bonner Van Smith 

Sean and Virginia Hammond 60 acres Bonner Tim Kyllo 

Brady Schaures 19 acres Bonner Tim Kyllo 

John and Claire Wallace 80 acres Bonner Doug Bradetich 

Brinkmeyer Trail Creek Tree Farm 119.01 acres Boundary Tim Kyllo 

Deer Park Ranch Tree Farm 110 acres Boundary Tim Kyllo 

Drayton Tree Farm 78 acres Boundary Tim Kyllo 

Victoria Rowland 89 acres Boundary Tim Kyllo 

RCLC Madson Tree Farm 40 acres Boundary Tim Kyllo 

Kaschmitter Properties 640 acres Idaho John Lillehaug 

Kipling and Loraine Adams 34.34 acres Kootenai Tim Kyllo 

Beighle Nelson Tree Farm 153 acres Kootenai  Tim Kyllo 
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Events to Highlight 
 
September 7- Fall Field Tour, 
Jim & Jane Thornes, St. Maries 

 

 

 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 

Learn more at: 

www.idahotreefarm.org 

About Our Organization… 
The purpose of the Idaho Tree Farm 
Program is to promote better forest 
management among nonindustrial 
forest owners.  The vehicle for 
achieving this aim is the American Tree 
Farm System® (ATFS), sponsored 
nationally by the American Forest 
Foundation (AFF), regionally by the 
Idaho SFI Implementation 
Committee, and statewide by the 
Idaho Tree Farm Committee (State 
Committee). 

Tree Farm Member Acreage County Inspecting 
Forester 

Philp Cooper 134 acres Kootenai Tim Kyllo 

Gary Finney 88 acres Kootenai Tim Kyllo 

James Hanaway 38 acres Kootenai Tim Kyllo 

Brett Kimball Harrison Tree Farm 24 acres Kootenai Tim Kyllo 

Steven M. Liss 90 acres Kootenai Tim Kyllo 

Kevin and Sonda McHail 10 acres Kootenai Jim Nichols 

Lake Creek Tree Farm – Deborah Mitchel 80 acres Kootenai Tim Kyllo 

Gary & Kathryn Jenkins 13 acres Kootenai Tim Kyllo 

PRLC Big Baldy 31 Tree Farm 137 acres Kootenai Tim Kyllo 

PRLC Big Baldy 32 Tree Farm 320 acres Kootenai Tim Kyllo 

PRLC Boise Peak Tree Farm 40 acres Kootenai Tim Kyllo 

PRLC Frost Peak Tree Farm 1,431.50 acres Kootenai Tim Kyllo 

PRLC Hauser Tree Farm 35 acres Kootenai Tim Kyllo 

RCLC Latour Creek Tree Farm 20 acres Kootenai Tim Kyllo 

Jim & Rosemary Tracy 800 acres Kootenai Eric Nave 

Mark D. Yovichln 61 acres Kootenai Tim Kyllo 

Leland Slind 30 acres Latah Robert Barkley 

Omer Church 15 acres Lewis Clark Christiansen 

Eric & Sheila Hasselstrom 731 acres Lewis Clark Christiansen 

Mike & Brenda McCann 3,528 acres Lewis & 
Nezperce 

Clark Christiansen 

Cecil Martin 640 acres Lewis Clark Christiansen 

Justin Quinzio 34.9 acres Lewis Clark Christiansen 

Jim & Alia Riggers 19 acres Lewis Clark Christiansen 

Phil Hasenoehrl 445 acres Nezperce & 
Lewis 

Clark Christiansen 

Brett Kimball Shoshone Tree Farm 57.52 acres Shoshone Tim Kyllo 

RCLC Big Fork Tree Farm 235.68 acres Shoshone Tim Kyllo 

RCLC Douglas Creek Tree Farm 342.46 acres Shoshone Tim Kyllo 

RCLC Gonzaga 1 Tree Farm 40.97 acres Shoshone Tim Kyllo 

RCLC Gonzaga 2 Tree Farm 40 acres Shoshone Tim Kyllo 

RCLC Government Gulch Tree Farm 1,731.29 acres Shoshone Tim Kyllo 

RCLC Kellogg Peak Tree Farm 207.84 acres Shoshone Tim Kyllo 

RCLC Lead Mines Tree Farm 80.53 acres Shoshone Tim Kyllo 

Shoshone Hecla Tree Farm 1,205.46 acres Shoshone Tim Kyllo 

Timothy Etherton Tree Farm 37 acres Shoshone Tim Kyllo 

Stan Kompst 45 acres Valley John Lillehaug 

 

Stay Informed….. 

In case you are ever wondering 
what is going on at the 
committee level, our minutes 
are now being posted on the 
Idaho Tree Farm Program 
website.  Just log onto our 
website for minutes of previous 
session, contact information, 
upcoming events, and other 
news of note to help you in your 
Tree Farm endeavors. 
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IDAHO TREE FARM PROGRAM 
Committee Meeting Minutes  

April 18, 2013 
               Idaho Department of Lands – Coeur d’Alene Office 

 
I. Call to Order 

Chair Doug Bradetich called the meeting to order at 9:07 am.  Those present were: 
Gina Davis, ITFC Forest Stewardship Program Representative, Idaho Department of Lands 
David Brummer, ITFC Forest Products Industry Representative, Stimson Lumber Co. 
Doug Bradetich, ITFC Chair    Ray Getchius, ITFC Tree Farmer  
Janet Funk, ITFC Tree Farmer    Steve Funk, ITFC Vice-Chair 
John Lillehaug, ITFC District 3 Chair (Via-Conference Call) 
Robert Barkley (ITFC District 2 Chair)   Kirk David, ITFC Tree Farmer  
Madeline David, ITFC Tree Farmer   Tom Davis  
Frank Gariglio, ITFC NRCS Representative   Steve Cuvala, ITFC Treasurer 
Jennifer Childers, ITFC Program Administrator   

  
II. Antitrust Statement 

Chair Doug Bradetich reviewed the policy statement on compliance with anti-trust laws. 
 

III. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
Upon review of the January 17, 2013 meeting minutes and upon motion made by Gina Davis and second by Kirk 
David the minutes were unanimously approved as presented.  
 

IV. Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Steve Cuvala gave an overview of the 2013 first quarter financial statement.  A new format has been 
developed to help with the summary of the six (6) grants as well as the program operations income and 
expenses.  Doug Bradetich, Steve Cuvala and  
Jennifer Childers will continue to work on the formatting as needed. 
 
Chairman Doug Bradetich reviewed the ITFP’s budget to-date and expenditures related to the 2013 Capacity 
Building Grant - National Leadership Conference (NLC) travel grant with a remaining balance of $1,085.96.  
Doug Bradetich will contact ATFS to request the remaining balance go towards travel expenses to the AFF Fly-in 
that Steve and Janet Funk will be participating in May in Washington, D.C. 
 
Tom Davis touched on the 2013 Capacity Building Grant – Leadership Manual/Strategic Plan.  Tom requested 
and was sent North Carolina’s Orientation Manual that was completed in 2011.  North Carolina received a 
Capacity Building Grant to develop the manual.  The manual will be a useful tool for Idaho as its manual is being 
developed. The manual was sent in a pdf format and Gina Davis offered to transfer the file into a word 
document for revision ease.  Gina Davis also offered to work with Tom Davis and Madeline David with this 
project. 
 
Chairman Doug Bradetich offered two dates to host a coffee social under the 2013 Capacity Building Grant – 
Hosting District Socials in May to be held in Sandpoint.  The North Idaho coffee social is tentatively held, based 
on the availability of Holiday Inn Express,  on  Thursday, May 30th from 6:30 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
District 3 Chair John Lillehaug expressed an interest to hold a coffee social and a tour in the McCall/New 
Meadows area in late summer or early fall.  A social and tour to be held in this area would allow current tree 
farm members and interested landowners the opportunity to learn more about forest management from 
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landowners and to get acquainted with the Idaho Tree Farm Program.  John Lillehaug will work with Tim 
Kennedy on setting a date and location and will get back with Doug.  
 
Upon motion by Gina Davis and second by Frank Gariglio the Treasurer’s first quarter report was unanimously 
approved as presented. 
 

V. Idaho Forest Group (IFG) Monetary Support for State Tree Farm Program’s through the American Tree Farm 
System 

Chairman Doug Bradetich reviewed the new company policy of IFG to implement a bonus above their printed 
prices for sawlogs from certified Tree Farms.  At this time approximately 90% of the bonus will go to the 
landowner and the remainder accrued for the state Tree Farm program where the logs originate.  Monies 
donated to the program could be used as the each committee deems most appropriate and should help with 
things such as tours, tree farm signs, meetings, outreach, admin, etc.)   
 

VI. 2013 National Leadership Conference Re-cap 
Chairman Doug Bradetich, Vice-Chair Steve Funk and Janet Funk reviewed the National Leadership Conference 
(NLC).  They, along with District 1 Chair Andy Eckberg, attended the February meeting in Philadelphia.  The main 
item discussed was the results of the Landowner Engagement Strategy (LES) test states.  A large majority of 
members in the test states had expressed opposition to the proposed dues structure.  Consequently, the 
recommendation to National was to not go forward with this proposal.  Also brought forth at the NLC was a 
proposal regarding certification.  Some states are seeing a value and wish to continue, while others do not.  
Consequently, states will be given the choice to either opt in or out of certification by 12-31-15.  Should they 
choose to stay certified, they will have until 12-31-18 to devise a sound financial model with National to cover 
costs.  Beyond these issues, Doug, Steve, and Janet reported the conference was well attended and offered many 
opportunities to network with both state and national ATFS staff and members. 

 

VII. 2013 ITFP Annual Meeting & FFLOC Re-cap 
60 people were in attendance for the ITFP’s annual meeting that was held on Monday, March 25th that was held in 
conjunction with the Family Forest Landowner’s Conference in Moscow.  Jim and Jane Thornes were very grateful 
for the recognition as the 2013 Idaho’s Outstanding Tree Farmer’s.  Jim and Jane Thornes have expressed an 
interest in moving forward with the application process for Regional.  Steve and Janet Funk have offered to work 
with the Thornes’ on this process. 

 
Furthermore, Janet Funk would like to have Tree Farm as an afternoon session at the FFLOC.  The Steering 
Committee will meet in September to begin developing the agenda and Doug Bradetich will bring it up as a 
possible session at that time.  With the six (6) grants being administered by the Committee it would be good to 
give an overview of the grants and relay to the audience who the Idaho Tree Farm Program is. 
 

VIII. Optional Reinspection Backlog 
Jennifer Childers had been in contact with Justin Lindenberg, Certification Coordinator with the ATFS, to find out if 
all tree farms in Idaho are current or if there is an overlap.   Since the ATFS database was launched in 2003 60+ 
certified tree farms need to be reinspected.  This backlog is a good opportunity for new inspectors to get 
acquainted with the ATFS standards under the mentorship of an active tree farm inspector.   
 

IX. MOU with Stewardship and NRCS 
With the help of Gina Davis, Idaho is taking the lead to enter into its own MOU between the Idaho Tree Farm 
Program, Idaho Department of Lands and the Natural Resources Conservation Service an agreement to use one 
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forest management plan for all three (3) programs.  Doug Bradetich had been in contact with Mike Burns for 
guidance from AFF and he was encouraged that the Committee should have an MOU on the state level. 
Upon a motion made by Kirk David and second by Robert Barkley it was unanimously approved to enter into an 
MOU between the three parties as presented. 
 

X. Idaho Lands Resource Coordinating Council 
As the Tree Farm representative, Janet Funk reviewed the ILRCC Committee’s business to date.  Janet Funk has a 
conflict in June when the next IRLCC meeting will be held in Idaho Falls.  Tom Davis had been named as an 
alternate but he has suggested that Madeline David take the alternate position since she is a Tree Farm member.  
Madeline David expressed her interest to sit as an alternate and Doug Bradetich appointed her to the position.  
Gina Davis asked that a  formal letter be sent to DL with the change. 
 

XI. 2013 ITFC Task & Event Schedule 
Jennifer Childers will request a “Certificate of Liability” from ATFS for the upcoming Tree Farm related events. 
July 13th – Latah County Field Day.  Steve Funk and Doug Bradetich will man the Tree Farm display and participate 
as a station to answer questions about Certification and why it’s important. 
September 7th – Fall Field Tour at Jim and Jane Thornes’. 
 
The AFF Fly-in will be held May 7 -8 in Washington, D.C.  This year’s Fly-in will focus on educating state delegates 
on pests and noxious weeds.  Steve and Janet Funk will be participating in the fly-in and have been tasked with 
setting up meetings with Idaho State Representatives and Senators.  Janet Funk requested support of the 
Committee to travel to Washington, D.C. by covering a one-night room reservation.  Upon motion made by Kirk 
David and second by Frank Gariglio it was unanimously approved to reimburse Steve and Janet Funk the one-night 
room reservation.  Doug Bradetich will follow-up with ATFS on requested the remaining balance of the 2013 
Capacity Building Grant - National Leadership Conference (NLC) travel grant to go towards their travel expenses. 
 
The next Idaho Tree Farm Committee meeting will be held on Thursday, July 18th at the Idaho Department of 
Lands – Coeur d’Alene Office from 9 a.m. to noon.   
 

XII. Other Business 
Janet Funk distributed a draft design of the Tree Farm sign for the Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year, which is 
similar to Gale and Pat Akers sign.  A cost was not made available with the design.  The Committee was reminded 
that $500 was approved in the budget to go towards the sign, but no more.  Cedar would be donated by Kirk and 
Madeline David and Steve Funk would build the sign.  The Tree Farmer would have to supply the footings to hold 
the sign. 
 

XIII. Adjournment 
With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 11:25 a.m. 
 
 

 
 Respectfully Submitted, 

 
   
               Jennifer Childers 

 


